threw open the folding-doors and walked with exultation
from one drawing-room to the other, boasting of their
space; at the possibility of that woman, who had been
mistress of Kellynch Hall, finding extent to be proud of
between two walls, perhaps thirty feet asunder.

But this was not all which they had to make them
happy. They had Mr Elliot too. Anne had a great deal
to hear of Mr Elliot. He was not only pardoned, they
were delighted with him. He had been in Bath about a
fortnight; (he had passed through Bath in November, in
hisway to London, when the intelligence of Sir Walter’s
being settled there had of course reached him, though
only twenty-four hours in the place, buthe had not been
able toavail himselfofit;) buthe had now been a fortnight
in Bath, and his first object on arriving, had been to
leave his card in Camden Place, following it up by such
assiduous endeavours to meet, and when they did meet,
by such great openness of conduct, such readiness to
apologize for the past, such solicitude to be received as
arelation again, that their former good understanding
was completely re-established.

Theyhad nota faultto find in him. He had explained
away all the appearance of neglect on his own side. It
had originated in misapprehension entirely. He had
never had anidea of throwing himself off; he had feared
that he was thrown off, but knew not why, and delicacy

20

PERSUASION



61

22qeZI1[] Se ‘001 19pUOM pUe ‘S[Itus pue ‘Y31s 1snwW aYs
PUEUMO) BJO SISSIUI[II] Y3 UI JO UTEA 3 03 YONUW OS Uy
P[NOYS “19P[OYpUL[IUSPISII Y1 Jo ATUSIp pue saNp Y3
ur3213a1 01 3uryiou 93s pnoys ‘O8ueyd siy uruoneperSap
OU 93] PnOYs 1913} 191 1Yl YSIs ISNW 9Ys Inq ‘I9puom
10u 181w ays ¢Addey a1am 121s1s pue 1ayIe] 194 1ey)
19pUOM SUUY P[NOD ‘IUdWAO[US JO SpUNj 919M 2191
‘Suryiou mawy| Aoy woym
Joadoad 4q oy spaed Suraey A)renaadiad a1am [iias pue
‘SUOTIONPOJIUT AUBW WO Yoeq UMEID PRY LAY, "WaY)
21514 01 Sunuem sem ApoqAraag “101e 1ydnos A[Surpasoxa
sem dUeIUTENDO® 112YT, *9IMITUIN] Y3 JO 91S®I 213 10
‘dn-8umy ay1 o 91415 a1 ur s3] 10u sem L1tror1adns oy
PuUE JO PIeaY 10 UIIS IS PEY A1 YDIYM $I3110 Y3
[Te 1240 sadeiueApe PapIdOap Auew pey swool-Suimelp
11913 {90®]d USpWE) U11$9q 23 A[pa3qnopun semasnoy
1191, *302dsa1 £1949 U suo11e102dXa 11211 patomsue Ueid
10w yreg rey 1oy Surmsse jo amsea[d aya pey LyT,
“yaeg [[e sem 11 :9[11] £194
YouA[[ay 1s2121u1 OU PAIIOXa ssoxd1add() “umo ey [ieaq
1SNW Y[l 3Y1 210J2q ‘DJew 03 sarmbua 1urey maj e Ajuo
pey Lo ‘Aed 10u pinod suuy yorym ‘pooyrnoqysau
PpIo 11241 ut panaidai A[dsap Suraq jo syuawrjduiod
QuIoS 107 Ino Buu('e[ 19V 19 01 Ua1SI] 01 uoyeuIpul
ou pey A3y, "sasned Y1 03 UDISI[ 03 UOOS SBM S PUE
‘s1111ds Ju3[[20%a UT A[3UPIAS 19m A3Y]T, *10] payyoo[un

PIep) unIely pue a3plilied uoteys £q paonpoid
uoisiaa 319quainy 109014 213 U0 paseq

1707 “edL1Jy YInos ‘SInqzilreuniaialg
A¥IANIE 30d00H
£q punoq pue paiurid ‘pausisap
20 JO UOnIPa SIYT,

(8181 paiep) LIGT 1oquIadd( 0T
NOAQNOT ‘AVIINN NHO|

£qpaysiqnd 1s11g

QI8 UdISNY dUB[ ©



S IR WALTER HAD TAKEN A VERY GOOD HOUSE IN

Camden Place, a lofty dignified situation, such
as becomes a man of consequence; and both he and

Elizabeth were settled there, much to their satisfaction.

Anne entered itwith a sinking heart, anticipatingan
imprisonment of many months, and anxiously saying
to herself, “Oh! when shall I leave you again?” A degree
of unexpected cordiality, however, in the welcome she
received, did her good. Her father and sister were glad
to see her, for the sake of shewing her the house and
furniture, and met her with kindness. Her making a
fourth, when they sat down to dinner, was noticed as
an advantage.

Mrs Clay was very pleasant, and very smiling, but her
courtesies and smiles were more a matter of course. Anne
had always felt that she would pretend what was proper
on her arrival, but the complaisance of the others was
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other matters; and sounds are quite innoxious, or most
distressing, by their sort rather than their quantity.
When Lady Russell not long afterwards, was entering
Bath on a wet afternoon, and driving through the long
course of streets from the Old Bridge to Camden Place,
amidst the dash of other carriages, the heavy rumble
of carts and drays, the bawling of newspapermen,
muffin-men and milkmen, and the ceaseless clink of
pattens, she made no complaint. No, these were noises
which belonged to the winter pleasures; her spirits rose
under their influence; and like Mrs Musgrove, she was
feeling, though not saying, that after being long in the
country, nothing could be so good for herasalittle quiet
cheerfulness.

Anne did not share these feelings. She persistedina
very determined, though very silent disinclination for
Bath;caught the first dim view of the extensive buildings,
smoking in rain, without any wish of seeing them better;
felt their progress through the streets to be, however
disagreeable, yet too rapid; for who would be glad to see
herwhen she arrived? And looked back, with fond regret,
tothe bustles of Uppercross and the seclusion of Kellynch.

Elizabeth’s last letter had communicated a piece of
news of some interest. Mr Elliot was in Bath. He had
called in Camden Place; had called a second time, a
third; had been pointedly attentive. If Elizabeth and
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Captain Benwick came not, however. He was either less
disposed for it than Charles had imagined, or he was
too shy;and after giving him a week’s indulgence, Lady
Russell determined him to be unworthy of the interest
which he had been beginning to excite.

The Musgroves came back to receive their happy boys
and girls from school, bringing with them Mrs Harville's
little children, to improve the noise of Uppercross, and
lessen thatof Lyme. Henrietta remained with Louisa; but
alltherestof the family were again in their usual quarters.

Lady Russell and Anne paid their compliments to
them once, when Anne could not but feel that Uppercross
was already quite alive again. Though neither Henrietta,
nor Louisa, nor Charles Hayter, nor Captain Wentworth
were there, the room presented as strong a contrast as
could be wished to the last state she had seenitin.

Immediately surrounding Mrs Musgrove were the
little Harvilles, whom she was sedulously guarding
from the tyranny of the two children from the Cottage,
expressly arrived to amuse them. On one side was a
table occupied by some chattering girls, cutting up
silk and gold paper; and on the other were tressels and
trays, bending under the weight of brawn and cold pies,
where riotous boys were holding high revel; the whole
completed by a roaring Christmas fire, which seemed
determined to be heard, in spite of all the noise of the
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HOUGH CHARLES AND MARY HAD REMAINED AT LYME
much longer after Mr and Mrs Musgrove’s going
than Anne conceived they could have been at all wanted,
they were yet the first of the family to be athome again;
and as soon as possible after their return to Uppercross
they drove over to the Lodge. They had left Louisa begin-
ning tositup; butherhead, though clear, was exceedingly
weak, and her nerves susceptible to the highest extreme
of tenderness; and though she might be pronounced to
be altogether doing very well, it was still impossible to
say when she might be able to bear the removal home;
and her father and mother, who must return in time to
receive theiryounger children for the Christmas holidays,
had hardly ahope of being allowed to bring her with them.
Theyhad been allinlodgings together. Mrs Musgrove
had got Mrs Harville's children away as much as she
could, every possible supply from Uppercross had been
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withhis mind, that she would very soon see no deficiency
inhis manner.”

“Sodo, Anne,” said Charles. “I am sure Lady Russell
would like him. He is just Lady Russell’s sort. Give him
abook, and he will read all day long.”

“Yes, that he will!” exclaimed Mary, tauntingly. “He
will sit poring over his book, and not know when a
person speaks to him, or when one drops one’s scissors,
or anything that happens. Do you think Lady Russell
would like that?”

Lady Russell could not helplaughing. “Upon my word,”
said she, “I should not have supposed that my opinion
of any one could have admitted of such difference of
conjecture, steady and matter of fact as I may call myself.
I have really a curiosity to see the person who can give
occasionto such directly opposite notions. I wish he may
beinduced to callhere. And when he does, Mary, you may
depend upon hearing my opinion; butIam determined
not to judge him beforehand.”

“Youwill not like him, I will answer for it.”

Lady Russell began talking of something else. Mary
spoke with animation of their meeting with, or rather
missing, Mr Elliot so extraordinarily.

“He is a man,” said Lady Russell, “wWhom I have no
wish to see. His declining to be on cordial terms with

avery odd young man. I do not know what he would be
at. We asked him to come home with us for a day or two:
Charles undertook to give him some shooting, and he
seemed quite delighted, and, for my part, I thought it
wasall settled; when behold! on Tuesday night, he made
a very awkward sort of excuse; ‘he never shot’ and he
had ‘been quite misunderstood, and he had promised
this and he had promised that, and the end of it was, I
found, that he did not mean to come. I suppose he was
afraid of finding it dull; but upon my word I should have
thought we were lively enough at the Cottage for such a
heart-broken man as Captain Benwick.”

Charleslaughed againand said, “Now Mary, you know
verywellhow itreally was. Itwas allyour doing,” (turning
to Anne.) “He fancied that if he went with us, he should
find you close by: he fancied everybody to be living in
Uppercross; and when he discovered that Lady Russell
lived three miles off, his heart failed him, and he had
not courage to come. That is the fact, upon my honour.
Mary knows itis.”

But Mary did not give into it very graciously, wheth-
er from not considering Captain Benwick entitled
by birth and situation to be in love with an Elliot, or
from not wanting to believe Anne a greater attraction
to Uppercross than herself, must be left to be guessed.
Anne’s good-will, however, was not to be lessened by what

9
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with him for not liking Mrs Clay; and her conscience
admitted that his wishing to promote her father’s getting
greatacquaintance was more than excusable in the view
of defeating her.

40

had kept him silent. Upon the hint of having spoken

disrespectfully or carelessly of the family and the fami-
ly honours, he was quite indignant. He, who had ever

boasted of being an Elliot, and whose feelings, as to

connection, were only too strict to suit the unfeudal tone

of the present day. He was astonished, indeed, but his

character and general conduct must refute it. He could

refer Sir Walter to all who knew him; and certainly, the

painshe had been taking on this, the first opportunity of
reconciliation, to be restored to the footing of a relation

and heir-presumptive, was a strong proof of his opinions

on the subject.

The circumstances of his marriage, too, were found
toadmitof much extenuation. This was an article not to
be entered on by himself; but a very intimate friend of
his, a Colonel Wallis, a highly respectable man, perfectly
the gentleman, (and not an ill-looking man, Sir Walter
added), who wasliving invery good style in Marlborough
Buildings, and had, athis own particular request, been
admitted to their acquaintance through Mr Elliot, had
mentioned one or two things relative to the marriage,
which made a material difference in the discredit of it.

Colonel Wallis had known Mr Elliot long, had been
well acquainted also with his wife, had perfectly under-
stood the whole story. She was certainly not a woman
of family, but well educated, accomplished, rich, and
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“You are mistaken,” said he gently, “that is not good
company; that is the best. Good company requires only
birth, education, and manners, and with regard to
education is not very nice. Birth and good manners are
essential;butalittle learning is by no means a dangerous
thing in good company; on the contrary, it will do very
well. My cousin Anne shakes herhead. Sheis notsatisfied.
She is fastidious. My dear cousin” (sitting down by her),

“you have a better right to be fastidious than almost any
otherwoman I know; butwill it answer? Will it make you
happy? Willit not be wiser to accept the society of those
good ladies in Laura Place, and enjoy all the advantages
ofthe connexion as far as possible? You may depend upon
it, that they will move in the first set in Bath this winter,
and as rank is rank, your being known to be related to
them will have its use in fixing your family (our family
let me say) in that degree of consideration which we
must all wish for.”

“Yes,” sighed Anne, “we shall, indeed, be known to
be related to them!” then recollecting herself, and not
wishing to be answered, she added, “I certainly do
think there has been by far too much trouble taken to
procure the acquaintance. I suppose” (smiling) “I have
more pride than any of you; but I confess it does vex me,
that we should be so solicitous to have the relationship
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variance. In all probability he was already the richer of
the two, and the Kellynch estate would as surely be his
hereafter as thetitle. Asensible man, and he had looked
like a very sensible man, why should it be an object to
him? She could only offer one solution; it was, perhaps,
for Elizabeth's sake. There might really have beenaliking
formerly, though convenience and accident had drawn
him a different way; and now that he could afford to
please himself, he might mean to pay his addresses to
her. Elizabeth was certainly very handsome, with well-
bred, elegant manners, and her character might never
have been penetrated by Mr Elliot, knowing her but in
public, and when very young himself. How her temper
and understanding might bear the investigation of his
present keener time of life was another concern and
ratherafearful one. Most earnestly did she wish thathe
mightnotbe toonice, or too observantif Elizabeth were
his object; and that Elizabeth was disposed to believe
herselfso, and that her friend Mrs Clay was encouraging
the idea, seemed apparent by a glance or two between
them, while Mr Elliot’s frequent visits were talked of.
Anne mentioned the glimpses she had had of him

at Lyme, but without being much attended to. “Oh!
yes, perhaps, it had been Mr Elliot. They did not know.
It might be him, perhaps.” They could not listen to
her description of him. They were describing him

23



LE

Auedwod poos [1ed | 7eym S118Y1 {UOIILSIIAUOD
Joreapieaid eaaey oym ‘9[doad pauriojul-[jam 1943[0Jo
Auedwoo oy st 301717 1\ ‘Auedwiod poos jo vapr A,
‘pres pue paJIws SUUY "anJea 119y1 pey 4313 ‘wayy punore
Auedwiod poosd 1037]0d> p[nom oym asoy se ‘Auedwod
POO0S e ‘UOIXaUU0D A[IIure] € Se TRy paureIurew [[s mq
‘sanjesway) ur uryiou utaq 119Y1 01 paaide oy 1017 IN
01waty jo uoruido 1oy 3jeads 01 paINIULA SUUY USYM PUE
SBuraey yaiom aoueurenboe ue sem 11, 394 1nq 19139q
Sunypawos paroadxa pey ays passayuod [[assny Ape]

"[111q 124 10J Inq 20®[ USpUILD
Ul Palela[0] U2 9ARY 12A9U P[NOM 9US 1B 'p.I'EM)IA{\'E
os pue ure]d os sem ‘Aes 031 ss3] [[13S YI1M 1219118D
SSIN "Ap0oqA12A3 10 I9MSUE [IADD © PUR S[IWIS © PRY 3YS
asnedaq,, uewom Jururreyd e, Jo awreu ay1 paimboe pey
sidwikireq ApeT ‘Surpueisispun 1o uawysiduwodde
‘rouuew Jo L1110119dns ou sem 219y, “SUIYIOU dIoM
Koy 1nq ‘pazeand £o13 uonelISe oY1 JO paweyse Usaq
2ARY [[13S P[NOM s ‘9]q 213 A19A U29q U243 191 Snep
19y pue sjdwkijeq ApeT peH "paweyse sem auuy
*poq4£1243 010 pay[e1 a1am
1010118 SSTN pue s dwikifeq ApeT ‘ursnod moQ,—,99e[d
BINET UL SUISTI00 AN, PUE :3[qIS1A 350w aq yStw £y
JI9A919UyM pSSHE.I.I'E‘ 2q 01 ‘JS.ISJ.I’ED SSIN 9]qeInouoHy
a1 pue ‘OjdwA1[e( $$21UN0DSIA 198eMO(T JO SPIED Y2
pey 4oy ‘9oe[d BAN®T UI Paisia A3y, ‘uedaq s199ms

e

Surssed A[renunuod sem oy sa0e] ure[d 194 Luew oy
10J Spuawe awos ayew 1ySiw ays padoy 9Y 19y 298
01 paduo] aH,, ‘[njuneaq ‘uewom £1191d A[2a1ss90%0 UE
34 01 pres sem ays ‘SI[[ep\ ST JO Yonu 3ySnoy1 1a3em
1S “paiurenboe oq 01 a19m A311 Pa12A03I AYS SB UOOS
sepue ,0e]d uspwe) ur umowy Suraq jo Ayiom b
‘uewiom urwreyd 3sout B, se 134 Jo ajods 1017 1N Inq
{JuaWAUYU0d 13 Jo uone1dadxa A[rep ur sem ays se
‘uondi1osap Aq wayl 01 AJuo umouy 3uasaxd e ‘sirem
SI ® SeM 21911 pue jp[NOYS 3Y 1By SNOIXUE OS 10|
I PUE WD) 03 Paomporiul 2q 03 Juaredw os usaq
PeY SI[[EA\ [2UO]0D),, “SUTUAD S[0YM 1 JO PA[el 1M
‘s3urpymg y3noioqrey Ut spuaLy STy pue 101 IN
1aymAue Wiy Y usas Juiaq 01 uordalqo ou
PEY Y pUE ‘UL ISOW UBY1 1B Y00] 0319119G SEMIOI[T AN
194907 ‘Ure[dwod 01 UeaW J0U PIp 9H ‘WY PIsseLIequid
pey yoIyM ‘A[pa1us Juawrjdwod a1 uIn1a1 01 9qe udaq
10U, pey I3[ 11§ Inq Spatted 1se] A5y usyMm SUOp pey
oY se A1oexa SUD|00] Sem (193] AIS) Y 1Bl JUIYI 03
pazeadde 101][F I "9S10M dY3 10] 21n3e3] 1249 Is0WI[R
Pa121[e 10U ey s1eak ual 1ey1 Aes 01 puslaid oy pmod
10U {PaseaIdUT IARY 01 PIWIAIS ST YOIYM 109J9p & ‘Suny
-I9pun yonw £124 319 SIY IUSUIR] ISTIUL, ‘OUILI SUIES I}
1e ‘mq 45 a]qIsuas sy ‘90e] padeys poos siy ‘uorysey
pue 2ouedald Jo are siy ‘Oduereadde ayrquewspiuad £1oa
s1y 01 201sn( prp oY "A[[e1oadsa 1211\ IS SIA[ASWAYL



at Kellynch. No letter of condolence had been sent to

Ireland. The neglect had been visited on the head of the

sinner; for when poor Lady Elliot died herself, no letter

of condolence was received at Kellynch, and, consequent-
ly, there was but too much reason to apprehend that

the Dalrymples considered the relationship as closed.
How to have this anxious business set to rights, and be

admitted as cousins again, was the question: and it was

a question which, in a more rational manner, neither

Lady Russell nor Mr Elliot thought unimportant. “Family
connexions were always worth preserving, good compa-
ny always worth seeking; Lady Dalrymple had taken

a house, for three months, in Laura Place, and would

be living in style. She had been at Bath the year before,
and Lady Russellhad heard her spoken of asa charming
woman. It was very desirable that the connexion should

berenewed, ifit could be done, without any compromise

of propriety on the side of the Elliots.”

Sir Walter, however, would choose his own means,
and atlast wrote a very fine letter of ample explanation,
regret, and entreaty, to his right honourable cousin.
Neither Lady Russell nor Mr Elliot could admire the
letter; but it did all that was wanted, in bringing three
lines of scrawl from the Dowager Viscountess. “She
was very much honoured, and should be happy in their
acquaintance.” The toils of the business were over, the

36

in the streets. The worst of Bath was the number of its
plain women. He did not mean to say that there were
no pretty women, but the number of the plain was out
of all proportion. He had frequently observed, as he
walked, that one handsome face would be followed
by thirty, or five-and-thirty frights; and once, as he
had stood in a shop on Bond Street, he had counted
eighty-seven women go by, one after another, without
there being a tolerable face among them. It had been a
frosty morning, to be sure, a sharp frost, which hardly
one woman in a thousand could stand the test of. But
still, there certainly were a dreadful multitude of ugly
women in Bath;and as for the men! they were infinitely
worse. Such scarecrows as the streets were full of! It was
evident how little the women were used to the sight of
anything tolerable, by the effect which a man of decent
appearance produced. He had never walked anywhere
arm-in-arm with Colonel Wallis (who was a fine military
figure, though sandy-haired) without observing that
every woman's eye was upon him; every woman's eye
was sure to be upon Colonel Wallis.” Modest Sir Walter!
He was not allowed to escape, however. His daughter
and Mrs Clay united in hinting that Colonel Wallis’s
companion mighthave as good a figure as Colonel Wallis,
and certainly was not sandy-haired.

“How is Mary looking?” said Sir Walter, in the height
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Russelllistened, and looked, and made only this cautious
reply:—Elizabeth! very well; time will explain.”

It was a reference to the future, which Anne, after
a little observation, felt she must submit to. She could
determine nothing at present. In that house Elizabeth
must be first; and she was in the habit of such general
observance as “Miss Elliot,” that any particularity of
attention seemed almost impossible. Mr Elliot, too, it
must be remembered, had not been a widower seven
months. Alittle delay on his side might be very excusable.
In fact, Anne could never see the crape round his hat,
without fearing that she was the inexcusable one, in
attributing to him such imaginations; for though his
marriage had not beenvery happy, stillithad existed so
many years that she could not comprehend avery rapid
recovery from the awful impression of its being dissolved.

However it might end, he was without any question
their pleasantest acquaintance in Bath: she saw nobody
equaltohim;and it was a greatindulgence now and then
to talk to him about Lyme, which he seemed to have as
lively a wish to see again, and to see more of, as herself.
Theywent through the particulars of their first meeting
a great many times. He gave her to understand that he
had looked at her with some earnestness. She knew it
well; and she remembered another person’s look also.

They did notalways think alike. His value for rank and
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partmust follow then. Sir Walter talked of his youngest
daughter; “Mr Elliot must give him leave to present him
to his youngest daughter” (there was no occasion for
remembering Mary); and Anne, smiling and blushing,
very becomingly shewed to Mr Elliot the pretty features
which he had by no means forgotten, and instantly saw,
with amusement at his little start of surprise, that he
had not been at all aware of who she was. He looked
completely astonished, but not more astonished than
pleased; his eyes brightened! and with the most perfect
alacrity he welcomed the relationship, alluded to the past,
and entreated to be received as an acquaintance already.
Hewasquiteas good-looking ashe had appeared at Lyme,
his countenance improved by speaking, and his manners
were so exactly what they ought to be, so polished, so
easy, so particularly agreeable, that she could compare
them in excellence to only one person’s manners. They
were not the same, but they were, perhaps, equally good.

He sat down with them, and improved their conver-
sation very much. There could be no doubt of his being
a sensible man. Ten minutes were enough to certify
that. His tone, his expressions, his choice of subject,
his knowing where to stop; it was all the operation of a
sensible, discerning mind. As soonas he could, he began
to talk to her of Lyme, wanting to compare opinions
respecting the place, but especially wanting to speak of
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everything must take its chance. The evil of a marriage
would be much diminished, if Elizabeth were also to
marry. As for herself, she might always command ahome
with Lady Russell.

Lady Russell’s composed mind and polite manners
were put to some trial on this point, in her intercourse
in Camden Place. The sight of Mrs Clay in such favour,
and of Anne so overlooked, was a perpetual provocation
to her there; and vexed her as much when she was away,
as a person in Bath who drinks the water, gets all the
new publications, and has a very large acquaintance,
has time to be vexed.

As Mr Elliot became known to her, she grew more
charitable, or more indifferent, towards the others. His
manners were an immediate recommendation;and on
conversing with him she found the solid so fully support-
ing the superficial, that she was at first, as she told Anne,
almost ready to exclaim, “Can this be Mr Elliot?” and
could not seriously picture to herselfa more agreeable or
estimable man. Everything united in him; good under-
standing, correctopinions, knowledge of the world, and a
warm heart. He had strong feelings of family attachment
and family honour, without pride or weakness; he lived
with the liberality of a man of fortune, without display;
he judged for himself in everything essential, without
defying public opinion in any point of worldly decorum.
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the others, and it was only at intervals that he could
return to Lyme.

His enquiries, however, produced at length an
account of the scene she had been engaged in there,
soon after his leaving the place. Having alluded to “an
accident,”he must hear the whole. When he questioned,
Sir Walter and Elizabeth began to question also, but the
difference in their manner of doing it could not be unfelt.
She could only compare Mr Elliot to Lady Russell, in the
wish of really comprehending what had passed, and in
the degree of concern for what she must have suffered
inwitnessing it.

He staid an hour with them. The elegant little clock
on the mantel-piece had struck “eleven with its silver
sounds,” and the watchman was beginning to be heard
at a distance telling the same tale, before Mr Elliot or
any of them seemed to feel that he had been there long.

Anne could not have supposed it possible that her
firstevening in Camden Place could have passed so well!
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the party, forhe had been invited as well as the Harvilles;
and what do you think was the reason? Neither more nor
less than his being in love with Louisa, and not choosing
toventure to Uppercross tillhe had had an answer from
Mr Musgrove; for it was all settled between him and
her before she came away, and he had written to her
father by Captain Harville. True, upon my honour! Are
not you astonished? I shall be surprised at least if you
ever received a hint of it, for I never did. Mrs Musgrove
protests solemnly that she knew nothing of the matter.
We are all very well pleased, however, for thoughitis not
equaltoher marrying Captain Wentworth, itis infinitely
better than Charles Hayter;and Mr Musgrove has written
his consent, and Captain Benwick is expected to-day.
Mrs Harville says her husband feels a good deal on his
poor sister’s account; but, however, Louisa is a great
favourite with both. Indeed, Mrs Harville and I quite
agree that we love her the better for having nursed her.
Charles wonders what Captain Wentworth will say;
but if you remember, I never thought him attached to
Louisa; I never could see anything of it. And this is the
end, you see, of Captain Benwick’s being supposed to
be an admirer of yours. How Charles could take such
a thing into his head was always incomprehensible to
me. I hope he willbe more agreeable now. Certainly not
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" N 7HILE SIR WALTER AND ELIZABETH WERE ASSID-

uously pushing their good fortune in Laura Place,
Anne was renewing an acquaintance of a very different
description.

She had called on her former governess, and had
heard from her of there being an old school-fellow in
Bath, who had the two strong claims on her attention
of past kindness and present suffering. Miss Hamilton,
now Mrs Smith, had shewn her kindness in one of those
periods of herlifewhen ithad been mostvaluable. Anne
had gone unhappy to school, grieving for the loss of a
mother whom she had dearly loved, feeling her separa-
tion from home, and suffering as a girl of fourteen, of
strong sensibility and not high spirits, must suffer at
such a time; and Miss Hamilton, three years older than
herself, but still from the want of near relations and a
settled home, remaining another year at school, had been
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some consequence. I have nothad a creature callon me
since the second week in January, except Charles Hayter,
who had been calling much oftener than was welcome.
Between ourselves, I think it a great pity Henrietta did
notremainat Lyme aslongas Louisa; it would have kept
heralittle out of his way. The carriage is gone to-day, to
bring Louisa and the Harvilles to-morrow. We are not
asked to dine with them, however, till the day after, Mrs
Musgrove is soafraid of her being fatigued by the journey,
which is notvery likely, considering the care thatwill be
taken of her; and it would be much more convenient to
me todine there to-morrow. I am glad you find Mr Elliot
so agreeable, and wish I could be acquainted with him
too; but I have my usual luck: I am always out of the way
when any thing desirable is going on; always the last of
my family to be noticed. What an immense time Mrs
Clay has been staying with Elizabeth! Does she never
mean to go away? But perhaps if she were to leave the
roomvacant, we might notbe invited. Let me know what
you think of this. I do not expect my children to be asked,
youknow. I canleave them at the Great House very well,
foramonth or sixweeks. I have this momentheard that
the Crofts are going to Bath almost immediately; they
think the Admiral gouty. Charles heard it quite by chance;
they have not had the civility to give me any notice, or of
offering to take anything. I do not think they improve
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as near to Mrs Smith’s lodgings in Westgate Buildings,
as Anne chose to be taken.

Thevisitwas paid, their acquaintance re-established,
their interest in each other more than re-kindled. The
first ten minutes had its awkwardness and its emotion.
Twelve years were gone since they had parted, and each
presented a somewhat different person from what the
other had imagined. Twelve years had changed Anne
from the blooming, silent, unformed girl of fifteen, to
the elegantlittle woman of seven-and-twenty, with every
beauty except bloom, and with manners as consciously
right as they were invariably gentle; and twelve years
had transformed the fine-looking, well-grown Miss
Hamilton, in all the glow of health and confidence of
superiority, intoa poor, infirm, helpless widow, receiving
the visit of her former protegee as a favour; but all that
was uncomfortable in the meeting had soon passed away,
and left only the interesting charm of remembering
former partialities and talking over old times.

Anne found in Mrs Smith the good sense and
agreeable manners which she had almost ventured to
depend on, and a disposition to converse and be cheerful
beyond her expectation. Neither the dissipations of the
past—and she had lived very much in the world—nor the
restrictions of the present, neither sickness nor sorrow
seemed to have closed her heart or ruined her spirits.
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T WAS THE BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY; AND ANNE,

having been a month in Bath, was growing very eager
for news from Uppercross and Lyme. She wanted to hear
much more than Mary had communicated. It was three
weeks since she had heard at all. She only knew that
Henrietta was at home again; and that Louisa, though
considered to be recovering fast, was still in Lyme; and
she was thinking of them all very intently one evening,
when athickerletter than usual from Mary was delivered
to her;and, to quicken the pleasure and surprise, with
Admiral and Mrs Croft’s compliments.

The Crofts must be in Bath! A circumstance to interest
her. They were people whom her heart turned to very
naturally.

“Whatis this?” cried Sir Walter. “The Crofts have arrived
in Bath? The Crofts who rent Kellynch? What have they
broughtyou?”
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which, by a merciful appointment, it seems designed to
counterbalance almost every other want.

There had been a time, Mrs Smith told her, when her
spirits had nearly failed. She could not call herself an
invalid now, compared with her state on first reaching
Bath. Then she had, indeed, been a pitiable object; for
shehad caughtcold on thejourney, and had hardly taken
possession of herlodgings before she was again confined
toherbed and suffering under severe and constant pain;
and all this among strangers, with the absolute necessity
ofhaving a regular nurse, and finances at that moment
particularly unfit to meet any extraordinary expense.
She had weathered it, however, and could truly say that
it had done her good. It had increased her comforts
by making her feel herself to be in good hands. She
had seen too much of the world, to expect sudden or
disinterested attachment anywhere, but her illness
had proved to her that her landlady had a character to
preserve, and would not use her ill; and she had been
particularly fortunate in her nurse, as a sister of her
landlady, a nurse by profession, and who had always a
home in that house when unemployed, chanced to be
atliberty just in time to attend her. ‘And she,” said Mrs
Smith, “besides nursing me most admirably, has really
proved an invaluable acquaintance. As soonasI could use
my hands she taught me toknit, which has been a great
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enough. He certainly knew what was right, nor could
she fix on any one article of moral duty evidently trans-
gressed; butyet she would have been afraid to answer for
his conduct. She distrusted the past, if not the present.
The names which occasionally dropt of former associates,
theallusions to former practices and pursuits, suggested
suspicions not favourable of whathe had been. She saw
that there had been bad habits; that Sunday travelling
had beenacommon thing;thatthere had beena period of
hislife (and probably nota short one) when he had been,
atleast, careless in all serious matters; and, though he
might now think very differently, who could answer for
the true sentiments of a clever, cautious man, grown
old enough to appreciate a fair character? How could
itever be ascertained that his mind was truly cleansed?

Mr Elliot was rational, discreet, polished, but he
was not open. There was never any burst of feeling, any
warmth of indignation or delight, at the evil or good of
others. This, to Anne, was a decided imperfection. Her
early impressions were incurable. She prized the frank,
the open-hearted, the eager character beyond all others.
Warmth and enthusiasm did captivate her still. She felt
that she could so much more depend upon the sincerity
of those who sometimes looked or said a careless or a
hasty thing, than of those whose presence of mind never
varied, whose tongue never slipped.
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opportunities, and if they are intelligent may be well
worth listening to. Such varieties of human nature as
they are in the habit of witnessing! And it is not merely
inits follies, that they are well read; for they see it occa-
sionally under every circumstance that can be mostinter-
esting or affecting. What instances must pass before
them of ardent, disinterested, self-denying attachment,
of heroism, fortitude, patience, resignation: of all the
conflicts and all the sacrifices that ennoble us most. A
sick chamber may often furnish the worth of volumes.”

“Yes,” said Mrs Smith more doubtingly, “sometimes it
may, though I fearitslessons are notoftenin the elevated
style you describe. Here and there, human nature may
be great in times of trial; but generally speaking, it is
its weakness and not its strength that appears in a sick
chamber: it is selfishness and impatience rather than
generosity and fortitude, that one hears of. There is so
little real friendship in the world! and unfortunately”
(speaking low and tremulously) “there are so many who
forget to think seriously till it is almost too late.”

Anne saw the misery of such feelings. The husband
had not been what he ought, and the wife had been led
among that part of mankind which made her think worse
of the world than she hoped it deserved. It was but a
passing emotion however with Mrs Smith; she shook it
off, and soon added in a different tone—
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of the alliance, supposing such attachment to be real
and returned. Anne heard her, and made no violent
exclamations; she only smiled, blushed, and gently
shook her head.

“I am no match-maker, as you well know,” said Lady
Russell, “being much too well aware of the uncertainty of
allhuman events and calculations. I only mean thatif Mr
Elliot should some time hence pay his addresses toyou,
and ifyou should be disposed to accepthim, I think there
would be every possibility of your being happy together.
Amostsuitable connection everybody must considerit,
but I think it might be a very happy one.”

“Mr Elliot is an exceedingly agreeable man, and in
many respects I think highly of him,” said Anne; “but
we should not suit.”

Lady Russell let this pass, and only said in rejoinder,
“Town thatto be able to regard you as the future mistress
of Kellynch, the future Lady Elliot, to look forward and
see you occupying your dear mother’s place, succeeding
to all her rights, and all her popularity, as well as to all
hervirtues, would be the highest possible gratification
to me. You are your mother’s self in countenance and
disposition; and if I might be allowed to fancy you such
as shewas, insituation and name, and home, presiding
and blessing in the same spot, and only superior to her
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“Westgate Buildings!” said he, “and who is Miss Anne
Elliot to be visiting in Westgate Buildings? A Mrs Smith.
Awidow Mrs Smith; and who was her husband? One of
five thousand Mr Smiths whose names are to be met with
everywhere. And what is her attraction? That she is old
and sickly. Upon myword, Miss Anne Elliot, you have the
most extraordinary taste! Everything that revolts other
people, low company, paltry rooms, foul air, disgusting
associations are inviting to you. But surely you may put
off this old lady till to-morrow: she is not so near her
end, I presume, but that she may hope to see another
day. What is her age? Forty?”

“No, sir, she is not one-and-thirty; but Ido not think I
can putoff my engagement, because itis the only evening
for some time which will at once suit her and myself. She
goes into the warm bath to-morrow, and for the rest of
the week, you know, we are engaged.”

“But what does Lady Russell think of this acquain-
tance?” asked Elizabeth.

“She sees nothing to blame in it,” replied Anne; “on
the contrary, she approves it, and has generally taken
me when I have called on Mrs Smith.”

“Westgate Buildings musthave been rather surprised
by the appearance of a carriage drawn up near its pave-
ment,” observed Sir Walter. “Sir Henry Russell’s widow,
indeed, has nohonours to distinguish her arms, but still
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all likelihood see him somewhere. Would she recollect
him? How would it all be?

She had already been obliged to tell Lady Russell
that Louisa Musgrove was to marry Captain Benwick.
It had cost her something to encounter Lady Russell’'s
surprise; and now, if she were by any chance to be thrown
into company with Captain Wentworth, her imperfect
knowledge of the matter might add another shade of
prejudice against him.

The following morning Anne was out with her friend,
and for the first hour, in an incessant and fearful sort
of watch for him in vain; but at last, in returning down
Pulteney Street, she distinguished him on the righthand
pavement at such a distance as to have him in view the
greater part of the street. There were many other men
about him, many groups walking the same way, but
there was no mistaking him. She looked instinctively
at Lady Russell; but not from any mad idea of her recog-
nising him so soon as she did herself. No, it was not to
be supposed that Lady Russell would perceive him till
they were nearly opposite. She looked at her however,
from time to time, anxiously; and when the moment
approached which must point him out, though not
daring tolook again (for her own countenance she knew
was unfit to be seen), she was yet perfectly conscious of
Lady Russell's eyes being turned exactly in the direction
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a great match for Louisa Musgrove, but a million times
better than marrying among the Hayters.”

Mary need not have feared her sister’s being in any
degree prepared for the news. She had never in her life
been more astonished. Captain Benwick and Louisa
Musgrove! It was almost too wonderful for belief, and
it was with the greatest effort that she could remain in
the room, preserve an air of calmness, and answer the
common questions of the moment. Happily for her, they
were not many. Sir Walter wanted to know whether the
Crofts travelled with four horses, and whether they were
likely to be situated in such a part of Bath as it might
suit Miss Elliot and himself to visit in; but had little
curiosity beyond.

“How is Mary?” said Elizabeth; and without waiting
forananswer, ‘And pray what brings the Crofts to Bath?”

“They come on the Admiral’s account. He is thought
to be gouty.”

“Gout and decrepitude!” said Sir Walter. “Poor old
gentleman.”

“Have they any acquaintance here?” asked Elizabeth.

“I do not know; but I can hardly suppose that, at
Admiral Croft’s time of life, and in his profession, he
should not have many acquaintance in such a place as
this.”

“I'suspect,” said Sir Walter coolly, “that Admiral Croft
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all, repeating her conviction, that the rain would come
to nothing at present, and adding, ‘I am only waiting
for Mr Elliot. He will be here in a moment, I am sure.”

She had hardly spoken the words when Mr Elliot
walked in. Captain Wentworth recollected him perfectly.
There was no difference between him and the man who
had stood on the steps at Lyme, admiring Anne as she
passed, exceptin theairandlook and manner of the priv-
ileged relation and friend. He came in with eagerness,
appeared to see and think only of her, apologised for his
stay, was grieved to have kept her waiting, and anxious to
getheraway without furtherloss of time and before the
rainincreased;and in another moment they walked off
together, her arm under his, a gentle and embarrassed
glance, and a “Good morning to you!” being all that she
had time for, as she passed away.

Assoonas they were out of sight, theladies of Captain
Wentworth's party began talking of them.

“Mr Elliot does not dislike his cousin, I fancy?”

“Oh!no, thatis clear enough. One can guess what will
happen there. He is always with them; halflives in the
family, I believe. What a very good-looking man!”

“Yes, and Miss Atkinson, who dined with him once at
the Wallises, says he is the most agreeable man she ever
was in company with.”

“Sheis pretty, I think; Anne Elliot; very pretty, when one
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seemed each of them everything that would not suit
the other. Their minds most dissimilar! Where could
have been the attraction? The answer soon presented
itself. It had been in situation. They had been thrown
together several weeks; theyhad beenliving in the same
small family party: since Henrietta’s coming away, they
must have been depending almost entirely on each other,
and Louisa, just recovering from illness, had beeninan
interesting state, and Captain Benwick was not incon-
solable. That was a point which Anne had not been able
to avoid suspecting before; and instead of drawing the
same conclusion as Mary, from the present course of
events, they served only to confirm the idea of his having
felt some dawning of tenderness toward herself. She
did not mean, however, to derive much more from it to
gratify her vanity, than Mary might have allowed. She
was persuaded that any tolerably pleasing young woman
who hadlistened and seemed to feel for him would have
received the same compliment. He had an affectionate
heart. He must love somebody.

She saw no reason against their being happy. Louisa
had fine naval fervour to begin with, and they would soon
grow more alike. He would gain cheerfulness, and she
would learn to be an enthusiast for Scottand Lord Byron;
nay, thatwas probably learnt already; of course they had
fallen in love over poetry. The idea of Louisa Musgrove
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had enough to feel! It was agitation, pain, pleasure, a
something between delight and misery.

He spoke to her, and then turned away. The character
ofhis manner was embarrassment. She could not have
called it either cold or friendly, or anything so certainly
asembarrassed.

Afterashortinterval, however, he came towards her,
and spoke again. Mutual enquiries on common subjects
passed: neither of them, probably, much the wiser for
what they heard, and Anne continuing fully sensible of
his being less at ease than formerly. They had by dint of
being so very much together, got to speak to each other
with a considerable portion of apparent indifference
and calmness; but he could not do it now. Time had
changed him, or Louisa had changed him. There was
consciousness of some sort or other. He looked very well,
not as if he had been suffering in health or spirits, and
he talked of Uppercross, of the Musgroves, nay, even of
Louisa, and had evena momentarylook of his own arch
significance as he named her; but yet it was Captain
Wentworth not comfortable, not easy, not able to feign
thathe was.

It did not surprise, but it grieved Anne to observe
that Elizabeth would not know him. She saw that he
saw Elizabeth, that Elizabeth saw him, that there was
complete internal recognition on each side; she was
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and talk a great deal more about the Admiral, than the
Admiral ever thought or talked about him.

The Crofts knew quite as many people in Bath as they
wished for, and considered their intercourse with the
Elliots as a mere matter of form, and notin the leastlikely
to afford them any pleasure. They brought with them
their country habit of being almost always together. He
was ordered to walk to keep off the gout, and Mrs Croft
seemed to go shares with him in everything, and towalk
forherlife to do him good. Anne saw them wherever she
went. Lady Russell took her out in her carriage almost
every morning, and she never failed to think of them, and
never failed to see them. Knowing their feelings as she
did, it was a most attractive picture of happiness to her.
She always watched them aslong as she could, delighted
to fancy she understood what they might be talking of,
asthey walked along in happy independence, or equally
delighted to see the Admiral’s hearty shake of the hand
when he encountered an old friend, and observe their
eagerness of conversation when occasionally forming
into a little knot of the navy, Mrs Croft looking as intel-
ligent and keen as any of the officers around her.

Anne was too much engaged with Lady Russell to
be often walking herself; but it so happened that one
morning, aboutaweek or ten days after the Croft's arriv-
al, it suited her best to leave her friend, or her friend’s
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happy to take them home, and would call for them in
afew minutes.

Her ladyship’s carriage was a barouche, and did not
hold more than four with any comfort. Miss Carteret was
with her mother; consequently it was not reasonable to
expect accommodation for all the three Camden Place
ladies. There could be no doubt as to Miss Elliot. Whoever
suffered inconvenience, she must suffer none, but it
occupied alittle time to settle the point of civility between
the other two. The rain was a mere trifle, and Anne was
most sincere in preferring a walk with Mr Elliot. But the
rainwas also a mere trifle to Mrs Clay; she would hardly
allow it even to drop at all, and her boots were so thick!
much thicker than Miss Anne’s;and, in short, her civility
rendered her quite as anxious to be left to walk with Mr
Elliot as Anne could be, and it was discussed between
them with a generosity so polite and so determined,
that the others were obliged to settle it for them; Miss
Elliot maintaining that Mrs Clay had alittle cold already,
and Mr Elliot deciding on appeal, thathis cousin Anne’s
boots were rather the thickest.

Itwas fixed accordingly, that Mrs Clay should be of the
party inthe carriage;and they had just reached this point,
when Anne, as she sat near the window, descried, most
decidedly and distinctly, Captain Wentworth walking
down the street.
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of your company the little way our road lies together. I
am going home.”

“That I will, with all my heart, and farther, too. Yes, yes
we willhave a snug walk together, and T have something
totellyouas we goalong. There, take my arm; that’s right;
I do not feel comfortable if I have not a woman there.
Lord! what a boat it is!” taking a last look at the picture,
as they began to be in motion.

“Did you say that you had something to tell me, sir?”

“Yes, I have, presently. But here comesa friend, Captain
Brigden; I shallonly say, How d’ye do?” as we pass, howev-
er. I shall not stop. ‘How d’ye do?” Brigden stares to see
anybody with me but my wife. She, poor soul, is tied by
theleg. Shehasablister onone ofherheels, aslargeasa
three-shilling piece. If youlook across the street, you will
see Admiral Brand coming down and his brother. Shabby
fellows, both of them!Iam glad they are noton this side
of the way. Sophy cannot bear them. They played me a
pitiful trick once: got away with some of my best men. I
will tell you the whole story another time. There comes
old Sir Archibald Drew and his grandson. Look, he sees
us; he kisses his hand to you; he takes you for my wife.
Ah! the peace has come too soon for that younker. Poor
old Sir Archibald! How do you like Bath, Miss Elliot? It
suits us very well. We are always meeting with some old
friend or other; the streets full of them every morning;
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“Yes, yes, I understand you. But there is nothing at
all of that nature in the letter. He does not give the least
fling at Benwick; does not so much as say, I wonderatit,
I have a reason of my own for wondering at it.” No, you
would not guess, from his way of writing, that he had
ever thought of this Miss (what's her name?) for himself.
He very handsomely hopes they will be happy together;
and there is nothing very unforgiving in that, I think.”

Anne did not receive the perfect conviction which the
Admiral meantto convey, but it would have been useless
to press the enquiry farther. She therefore satisfied
herselfwith common-place remarks or quiet attention,
and the Admiral had it all his own way.

“Poor Frederick!” said he at last. “Now he must begin
all over again with somebody else. I think we must get
him to Bath. Sophy must write, and beg him to come to
Bath. Here are pretty girls enough, Iam sure. It would be
of no use to go to Uppercross again, for that other Miss
Musgrove, I find, is bespoke by her cousin, the young
parson. Do notyou think, Miss Elliot, we had better try
to get him to Bath?”
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young ladies had not such a number of fine Christian
names. I should never be out if they were all Sophys, or
something of that sort. Well, this Miss Louisa, we all
thought, you know, was to marry Frederick. He was
courting her week after week. The only wonder was,
what they could be waiting for, till the business at Lyme
came; then, indeed, it was clear enough that they must
wait till her brain was set to right. But even then there
was something odd in their way of going on. Instead
of staying at Lyme, he went off to Plymouth, and then
he went off to see Edward. When we came back from
Minehead he was gone down to Edward’s, and there
he has been ever since. We have seen nothing of him
since November. Even Sophy could not understand it.
But now, the matter has taken the strangest turn of all;
for thisyounglady, the same Miss Musgrove, instead of
being to marry Frederick, is to marry James Benwick.
You know James Benwick.”

“Alittle. Tamalittle acquainted with Captain Benwick.

“Well, she is to marry him. Nay, most likely they are
married already, for I do not know what they should
wait for.”

“I thought Captain Benwick a very pleasing young
man,” said Anne, “and I understand that he bears an

excellent character.”
“Oh! yes, yes, there is not a word to be said against
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her affection would be his for ever. Their union, she
believed, could not divide her more from other men,
than their final separation.

Prettier musings of high-wrought love and eternal
constancy, could never have passed along the streets of
Bath, than Anne was sporting with from Camden Place
to Westgate Buildings. It was almost enough to spread
purification and perfume all the way.

She was sure of a pleasant reception; and her friend
seemed this morning particularly obliged to her for
coming, seemed hardly to have expected her, though it
had been an appointment.

Anaccount of the concert was immediately claimed;
and Anne’s recollections of the concert were quite happy
enough to animate her features and make her rejoice
to talk of it. All that she could tell she told most gladly,
but the all was little for one who had been there, and
unsatisfactory for such an enquirer as Mrs Smith, who
had already heard, through the short cut of alaundress
and a waiter, rather more of the general success and
produce of the evening than Anne could relate, and who
now asked invain for several particulars of the company.
Everybody of any consequence or notoriety in Bath was
well know by name to Mrs Smith.

“The little Durands were there, I conclude,” said she,
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forhim—ofherbeing, in short, intently observing him.
She could thoroughly comprehend the sort of fascination
he must possess over Lady Russell’s mind, the difficulty it
must be for her towithdraw her eyes, the astonishment
she must be feeling that eight or nine years should have
passed over him, and in foreign climes and in active
service too, without robbing him of one personal grace!

Atlast, Lady Russell drew back her head. “Now, how
would she speak of him?”

“Youwill wonder,” said she, “what has been fixing my
eye so long; but I was looking after some window-cur-
tains, which Lady Alicia and Mrs Frankland were telling
me of last night. They described the drawing-room
window-curtains of one of the houses on this side of the
way, and this part of the street, as being the handsomest
and best hung of any in Bath, but could not recollect the
exact number, and I have been trying to find out which it
could be; but I confess I can see no curtains hereabouts
that answer their description.”

Anne sighed and blushed and smiled, in pity and
disdain, either at her friend or herself. The part which
provoked her most, was thatin all this waste of foresight
and caution, she should have lost the right moment for
seeing whether he saw them.

A day or two passed without producing anything.
The theatre or the rooms, where he was most likely to

81



66

peq 10 pood asuadsns 1uasaid 211 Jo UCISN[OUOD Y1 3
pueaiomiudp urerde) e sem 2111 10§ ‘A1rmbua yaiom
10U SBM ‘9512 Y1 UT YaI0MIUdM ureade) ou usaq 2oyl
Pey [9J 2ABY 3YSTW 9YS MOH ‘191891 01 NI SeM I,
‘yured 1nq ‘Surroneyy ‘Areurpioeiixs £19a 191393011
sem 1] ‘uoissassodad A[1ea sty 4q ‘syuawnuas umo sty 4q
‘uonenyis ut SunyIA1949 £q 19y 152191U1 01 9ABY 01 PAUIS
2y yo1ym 3y311 213 Jo ‘@oueiurenboe 1oy1 Surpuaiye s
-dUBISWNOID ATeurpioenxs ay1 Jo yonw Junjuryy djay
10U p[nod ayg ‘uoissedwod sdeyad ‘predaipue spnineld
WY Pamo aYs ‘SUOIIU1IE STY JO JAIYDSIW Y1 Jo 211ds
U "wry spiemol H]M—poog JoJeep 1213 ® 1[oJ 2ysS
'103[q0 1511 © 150U e SeM 1OT[[T TN PIOAR
0110 {[[ed 01 A[[1] ISOW 39 P[NOM IOI[[ AN UM W1
a1 1® dwoy woiy 19y a8edus pinoys 11 1eyl Surueaw
‘qarug say 01 Surod jo astwoad 1oy Jururour
LXAN dHL 94NSVATd HLIM dd1DITI0DId INN

i B arer

8

uorssaxdxa ue yarm pue “pres 19y SUIALS] sem 3Ys UIYM
1q‘£da1 0u apeW YIIWS SIJN “[[& W) paureu auuy
fared mof stoypy "awod op nok
uayMm ‘11 IN0qe [[e au [[21 A]u0, ‘9ys pres ,‘sueau [fe Ag,,
*9duadsamboe parnowny-pood
150W € 9ALS YITWS ST "MOLIOU S UO ISTA 193U0] © JO
astwoad papIoap 10w Y3 Yaim ‘Po 31 Ind pue Jsiay
PIsNOXd Y [[€d PALLINY 1LI0YS B UIING {19 YIM SUTUAD
ay1 puads o1 yarwg sy pastwoad Apred souo pey ays
"UOTIUA1IE WIY PIMO S 1811 1[3]
3YS {$9DURISWINIIID 3S3Y1 Aq PUSYISUIIS 19M SIATIU
197 ‘WY PAYOO0[1A0 [[a5STY APeT ‘WY WOIJ PAUINI pey
yaaqez1[g “parinooo Arunizoddo oy J1 a3eanod 1ano [fe
1[9j 2ys ‘wiry Sutssaippe Jo 1omod ay1 01 s pue ‘paysnes
2q P[noYs aYs Pa1ouey aYs ‘Urede Wiy 1M UOIILSIIAUOD
SIINUTW M3 & 2ARY A[UO P[NOD 3YS JT *JISNW JO PUOJ 194
sem 110MIud/ ureade) pue ‘ouo poos eaq 01 pazdadxa
AJrea sem 11 “puane asnuwr £oy1 9samod JO “a[dwikireq
ApeT £q pastuorred uosiad e JO 1Jauaq Y3 10 119DUOD
® sem 1] "SUIULAS 1190U00 21 107 Juanedwr 21mb sem
‘parn1 10U sem 8Ua1Is 19y 25NII] 193U03S J[2519Y
Surfouey pue ‘Sunyiou Suimouy Jo ydIs ‘uoneusels jo
2118 ® YIS Jo paLieam ‘duuy pue ‘padesus arow pue
210w Sura8 a1om Loy yorym ui ‘sanred a1earad jo L1
-prdnis ueSa[a a1 U1 £[9]0S 219M SIUSWSNWE SUTUIAD
250UM ‘S101][g Y3 10J Y3NOUS J[qBUOIYSE] 10U 219M ‘D



sung. Anne could not refuse; but never had she sacrificed
to politeness with a more suffering spirit.

Afew minutes, though as few as possible, were inevi-
tably consumed; and when her own mistress again, when
able to turn and look as she had done before, she found
herselfaccosted by Captain Wentworth, ina reserved yet
hurried sort of farewell. “He must wish her good night;
he was going; he should get home as fast as he could.”

“Isnot this song worth staying for?” said Anne, sudden-
ly struck by an idea which made her yet more anxious
to be encouraging.

“No!”he replied impressively, “there is nothing worth
my staying for;” and he was gone directly.

Jealousy of Mr Elliot! It was the only intelligible
motive. Captain Wentworth jealous of her affection!
Could she have believed it a week ago; three hours ago!
Foramoment the gratification was exquisite. But, alas!
there were very different thoughts to succeed. How was
such jealousy to be quieted? How was the truth to reach
him? How, in all the peculiar disadvantages of their
respective situations, would he ever learn of her real
sentiments? It was misery to think of Mr Elliot’s atten-
tions. Their evil was incalculable.
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halfserious, halfarch, “Well, I heartily wish your concert
may answer; and do not fail me to-morrow if you can
come; for I begin to have a foreboding that I may not
have many more visits from you.”

Anne was startled and confused; but after standing
in a moment’s suspense, was obliged, and not sorry to
be obliged, to hurry away.
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She was persuaded by Lady Russell’s countenance that
shehad seen him.

He did not come however. Anne sometimes fancied
she discerned him at a distance, but he never came. The
anxious interval wore away unproductively. The others
returned, the room filled again, benches were reclaimed
and repossessed, and another hour of pleasure or of
penance was to be sat out, another hour of music was
to give delight or the gapes, as real or affected taste for
it prevailed. To Anne, it chiefly wore the prospect of an
hour of agitation. She could not quit that room in peace
without seeing Captain Wentworth once more, without
the interchange of one friendly look.

In re-settling themselves there were now many
changes, the result of which was favourable for her.
Colonel Wallis declined sitting down again, and Mr
Elliot was invited by Elizabeth and Miss Carteret, in
a manner not to be refused, to sit between them; and
by some other removals, and a little scheming of her
own, Anne was enabled to place herself much nearer the
end of the bench than she had been before, much more
within reach of a passer-by. She could not do so, without
comparing herself with Miss Larolles, the inimitable
Miss Larolles; but still she did it, and not with much
happier effect; though by what seemed prosperity in
the shape of an early abdication in her next neighbours,
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Wentworth's making a distant bow, she comprehended
that her father had judged so well as to give him that
simple acknowledgement of acquaintance, and she was
just in time by a side glance to see a slight curtsey from
Elizabeth herself. This, though late, and reluctant, and
ungracious, was yet better than nothing, and her spirits
improved.

Aftertalking, however, of the weather, and Bath, and
the concert, their conversation began to flag, and solittle
was said at last, that she was expecting him to go every
moment, but he did not; he seemed in no hurry to leave
her;and presently with renewed spirit, with alittle smile,
alittle glow, he said—

“I have hardly seen you since our day at Lyme. I am
afraid you must have suffered from the shock, and the
more from its not overpowering you at the time.”

She assured him that she had not.

“Itwasa frightfulhour,” said he, “a frightful day!” and
he passed hishand across his eyes, asif the remembrance
were still too painful, butina moment, half smiling again,
added, “The day has produced some effects however; has
had some consequences which must be considered as
thevery reverse of frightful. When you had the presence
of mind to suggest that Benwick would be the properest
person to fetch a surgeon, you could have little idea of
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her, had been the fact. He had many years ago received
such a description of Miss Anne Elliot as had inspired
him with the highestidea of her merit, and excited the
warmest curiosity to know her.”

Anne could think of no one so likely to have spoken
with partiality of her many years ago as the Mr
Wentworth of Monkford, Captain Wentworth's brother.
He mighthave beenin Mr Elliot’s company, but shehad
not courage to ask the question.

“The name of Anne Elliot,” said he, “has long had an
interesting sound to me. Very long has it possessed a
charm over my fancy; and, if I dared, I would breathe
my wishes that the name might never change.”

Such, she believed, were his words; but scarcely
had she received their sound, than her attention was
caught by other sounds immediately behind her, which
rendered every thing else trivial. Her father and Lady
Dalrymple were speaking.

“Awell-looking man,” said Sir Walter, “a very well-look-
ing man.”

“Avery fine young man indeed!” said Lady Dalrymple.

“More air than one often sees in Bath. Irish, I dare say.”

“No, I just know his name. A bowing acquaintance.
Wentworth; Captain Wentworth of the navy. His sister
married my tenant in Somersetshire, the Croft, who
rents Kellynch.”
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it been the effect of gratitude, had he learnt to love her,
because he believed her to be preferring him, it would
have been another thing. But I have no reason to suppose
it so. It seems, on the contrary, to have been a perfectly
spontaneous, untaught feeling on his side, and this
surprises me. A man like him, in his situation! with a
heart pierced, wounded, almost broken! Fanny Harville
was avery superior creature, and his attachment to her
was indeed attachment. A man does not recover from
such adevotion of the heart to suchawoman. He ought
not; he does not.”

Either from the consciousness, however, that his
friend had recovered, or from other consciousness, he
went no farther; and Anne who, in spite of the agitated
voice in which the latter part had been uttered, and in
spite of all the various noises of the room, the almost
ceaseless slam of the door, and ceaseless buzz of persons
walking through, had distinguished every word, was
struck, gratified, confused, and beginning to breathe
very quick, and feel an hundred things in a moment. It
was impossible for her to enter on such a subject; and
yet, aftera pause, feeling the necessity of speaking, and
having not the smallest wish for a total change, she only
deviated so far as to say—

“You were a good while at Lyme, I think?”
“About a fortnight. I could not leave it till Louisa’s
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Elliot, surrounded by her cousins, and the principal
object of Colonel Wallis’s gallantry, was quite contented.

Anne’s mind was in a most favourable state for the
entertainment of the evening; it was just occupation
enough: she had feelings for the tender, spirits for the
gay, attention for the scientific, and patience for the
wearisome; and had never liked a concert better, at
least during the first act. Towards the close of it, in the
interval succeeding an Italian song, she explained the
words of the song to Mr Elliot. They had a concert bill
between them.

“This,” said she, “isnearly the sense, or rather the mean-
ing of the words, for certainly the sense of an Italian
love-song must not be talked of, but it is as nearly the
meaningas I can give; for I donot pretend to understand
the language. I am a very poor Italian scholar.”

“Yes, yes, I see you are. I see you know nothing of the
matter. You have only knowledge enough of the language
totranslate at sight these inverted, transposed, curtailed
Italianlines, into clear, comprehensible, elegant English.
You need not say anything more of your ignorance. Here
is complete proof.”

“Iwill not oppose such kind politeness; but I should be
sorry to be examined by a real proficient.”

“I have not had the pleasure of visiting in Camden
Place solong,” replied he, “without knowing something
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waiting. “Lady Dalrymple, Lady Dalrymple,” was the
rejoicing sound; and with all the eagerness compatible
with anxious elegance, Sir Walter and his two ladies
stepped forward to meet her. Lady Dalrymple and
Miss Carteret, escorted by Mr Elliot and Colonel Wallis,
who had happened to arrive nearly at the same instant,
advanced into the room. The othersjoined them, and it
wasa group inwhich Anne found herselfalso necessarily
included. She was divided from Captain Wentworth.
Their interesting, almost too interesting conversation
must be broken up foratime, but slight was the penance
compared with the happiness which brought it on! She
had learnt, in the last ten minutes, more of his feelings
towards Louisa, more of all his feelings than she dared
to think of; and she gave herself up to the demands of
the party, to the needful civilities of the moment, with
exquisite, though agitated sensations. She was in good
humour with all. She had received ideas which disposed
hertobe courteous and kind toall, and to pity every one,
as being less happy than herself.

The delightful emotions were alittle subdued, when
on stepping back from the group, to be joined again by
Captain Wentworth, she saw thathe was gone. She was
justin time to see him turn into the Concert Room. He
was gone; he had disappeared, she felta moment’s regret.
But “they should meet again. He would look for her, he
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worked a very material change in Mr Elliot’s opinions
as to the value of a baronetcy. Upon all points of blood
and connexion he is a completely altered man. Having
long had as much money as he could spend, nothing to
wish for on the side of avarice or indulgence, he has been
gradually learning to pin his happiness upon the conse-
quence he is heir to. I thought it coming on before our
acquaintance ceased, but it is now a confirmed feeling.
He cannot bear the idea of not being Sir William. You
may guess, therefore, that the news he heard from his
friend could not be very agreeable, and you may guess
whatit produced; the resolution of coming back to Bath
assoonas possible, and of fixing himselfhere for a time,
with the view of renewing his former acquaintance, and
recovering such a footing in the family as might give him
the means of ascertaining the degree ofhis danger, and
of circumventing thelady ifhe found it material. This was
agreed upon between the two friends as the only thing to
be done;and Colonel Wallis was to assist in every way that
he could. He was to be introduced, and Mrs Wallis was
to be introduced, and everybody was to be introduced.
Mr Elliot came back accordingly; and on application
was forgiven, as you know, and re-admitted into the
family;and there it was his constant object, and his only
object (till your arrival added another motive), towatch
Sir Walter and Mrs Clay. He omitted no opportunity of
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“with their mouths open to catch the music, like unfledged
sparrows ready to be fed. They never miss a concert.”

“Yes; I did not see them myself, but I heard Mr Elliot
say they were in the room.”

“The Ibbotsons, were they there? and the two new
beauties, with the tall Irish officer, who is talked of for
one of them.”

“I do not know. I do not think they were.”

“Old Lady Mary Maclean? I need notask after her. She
never misses, I know; and you must have seen her. She
must have been in your own circle; for as you went with
Lady Dalrymple, youwere in the seats of grandeur, round
the orchestra, of course.”

“No, that was what I dreaded. It would have been very
unpleasant to me in every respect. But happily Lady
Dalrymple always chooses to be farther off; and we were
exceedingly well placed, that is, for hearing; I must not
say for seeing, because I appear to have seen very little.”

“Oh!you saw enough for your own amusement. I can
understand. There is a sort of domestic enjoyment to be
known eveninacrowd, and thisyouhad. Youwere alarge
party in yourselves, and you wanted nothing beyond.”

“ButIought to havelooked about me more,”said Anne,
conscious while she spoke that there had in fact been
no want of looking about, that the object only had been
deficient.
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in the least account for the efforts he made towards a
reconciliation with my father. That was all prior to my
coming to Bath. I found them on the most friendly terms
whenIarrived.”

“I know you did; I know it all perfectly, but—"

“Indeed, Mrs Smith, we must not expect to get real
information in such a line. Facts or opinions which are
to pass through the hands of so many, to be misconceived
by follyin one, and ignorance inanother, can hardly have
much truth left.”

“Only give me a hearing. Youwill soon be able tojudge
of the general credit due, by listening to some partic-
ulars which you can yourself immediately contradict
or confirm. Nobody supposes that you were his first
inducement. He had seenyouindeed, before he came to
Bath, and admired you, but without knowing it to be you.
So says my historian, atleast. Is this true? Did he see you
last summer or autumn, ‘somewhere down in the west,
to use her own words, without knowing it to be you?”

“He certainly did. So far it is very true. At Lyme. I
happened to be at Lyme.”

“Well,” continued Mrs Smith, triumphantly, “grant
my friend the credit due to the establishment of the first
point asserted. He saw you then at Lyme, and liked you
so well as to be exceedingly pleased to meet with you
again in Camden Place, as Miss Anne Elliot, and from

)
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moment’s reflection shewed her the mistake she had
been under. She caught it instantaneously; and recov-
ering her courage with the feeling of safety, soon added,
more composedly, “Are you acquainted with Mr Elliot?”

“Thave beena good dealacquainted with him,” replied
Mrs Smith, gravely, “but it seems worn out now. Itisa
great while since we met.”

“Iwas not at all aware of this. You never mentioned it
before. Had I known it, I would have had the pleasure
of talking to him about you.”

“To confess the truth,” said Mrs Smith, assuming her
usual air of cheerfulness, “that is exactly the pleasure I
wantyouto have. I wantyou to talk about me to Mr Elliot.
I want your interest with him. He can be of essential
service to me; and if you would have the goodness, my
dear Miss Elliot, to make itan object toyourself, of course
itisdone.”

“Ishould be extremely happy; I hope you cannot doubt
my willingness to be of even the slightest use to you,”
replied Anne; “but I suspect that you are considering
me as having a higher claim on Mr Elliot, a greater right
to influence him, than is really the case. I am sure you
have, somehow or other, imbibed such a notion. You
must consider me only as Mr Elliot’s relation. If in that
light there is anything which you suppose his cousin
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“I'wish I had any name but Elliot. I am sick of it. The
name of Walter I can drop, thank God! and I desire you
will never insult me with my second W. again, meaning,
for the rest of mylife, to be only yours truly,—Wm. Elliot.”

Suchaletter could not be read without putting Anne
in a glow; and Mrs Smith, observing the high colour in
her face, said—

“Thelanguage, I know, is highly disrespectful. Though
Thave forgot the exact terms, T have a perfectimpression
ofthe general meaning. But it shows you the man. Mark
his professions to my poor husband. Can any thing be
stronger?”

Anne could not immediately get over the shock and
mortification of finding such words applied to her father.
She was obliged to recollect that her seeing the letter
was aviolation of the laws of honour, that no one ought
to be judged or to be known by such testimonies, that
no private correspondence could bear the eye of others,
before she could recover calmness enough to return the
letter which she had been meditating over, and say—

“Thank you. This is full proof undoubtedly; proof of
every thing you were saying. But why be acquainted
with us now?”

“I can explain this too,” cried Mrs Smith, smiling.

“Canyoureally?”

“Yes. T have shewnyou Mr Elliotashe was adozenyears
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more gentlemanlike, agreeable man? Let me recommend
Mr Elliot. I am sure you hear nothing but good of him
from Colonel Wallis; and who can know him better than
Colonel Wallis?”

“My dear Mrs Smith, Mr Elliot’s wife hasnot been dead
much above halfayear. He ought not to be supposed to
be paying his addresses to any one.”

“Oh! if these are your only objections,” cried Mrs
Smith, archly, “Mr Elliot is safe, and I shall give myself
no more trouble about him. Do not forget me when you
aremarried, that's all. Lethim know me to be a friend of
yours, and then he will thinklittle of the trouble required,
which itisvery natural for him now, with so many affairs
and engagements of his own, toavoid and getrid ofashe
can;very natural, perhaps. Ninety-nine out of ahundred
would do the same. Of course, he cannot be aware of
the importance to me. Well, my dear Miss Elliot, I hope
and trust you will be very happy. Mr Elliot has sense to
understand the value of such a woman. Your peace will
notbe shipwrecked as mine hasbeen. You are safe inall
worldly matters, and safe in his character. He will not
beled astray; he will not be misled by others to his ruin.’

“No,” said Anne, “I can readily believe all that of my
cousin. He seems to have a calm decided temper, not at
allopen to dangerous impressions. I consider himwith
greatrespect. I have noreason, from any thing that has

»
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the honour of the family he held as cheap as dirt. I have
oftenheard him declare, thatif baronetcies were saleable,
anybody should have his for fifty pounds, arms and motto,
name and livery included; but Iwill not pretend to repeat
halfthatIused to hear him say on that subject. Itwould
notbe fair;and yet you ought to have proof, for whatisall
this but assertion, and you shall have proof.”

“Indeed, my dear Mrs Smith, Iwant none,” cried Anne.

“You have asserted nothing contradictory towhat Mr Elliot
appeared to be some years ago. Thisisallin confirmation,
rather, of what we used to hear and believe. I am more
curious to know why he should be so different now.”

“But for my satisfaction, ifyou will have the goodness
to ring for Mary; stay: I am sure you will have the still
greater goodness of going yourself into my bedroom,
and bringing me the smallinlaid box which you will find
on the upper shelf of the closet.”

Anne, seeing her friend to be earnestly bent on
it, did as she was desired. The box was brought and
placed before her, and Mrs Smith, sighing overitas she
unlocked it, said—

“Thisis full of papers belonging to him, to my husband;
asmall portion only of what T had tolook over whenIlost
him. The letter I am looking for was one written by Mr
Elliot to him before our marriage, and happened to be
saved; why, one can hardly imagine. Buthe was careless
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depend uponitthatall youracquaintance have disposed
of you in the same way. But I never heard it spoken of
till two days ago.”

“And has itindeed been spoken of?”

“Did you observe the woman who opened the door to
youwhen you called yesterday?”

“No. Was not it Mrs Speed, as usual, or the maid? I
observed no one in particular.”

“It was my friend Mrs Rooke; Nurse Rooke; who,
by-the-bye, had a great curiosity to see you, and was
delighted to be in the way to let you in. She came away
from Marlborough Buildings only on Sunday; and she
it was who told me you were to marry Mr Elliot. She
had had it from Mrs Wallis herself, which did not seem
bad authority. She sat an hour with me on Monday
evening, and gave me the whole history.” “The whole
history,” repeated Anne, laughing. “She could not make
a very long history, I think, of one such little article of
unfounded news.”

Mrs Smith said nothing.

“But,” continued Anne, presently, “though there is
no truth in my having this claim on Mr Elliot, I should
be extremely happy to be of use to you in any way that I
could. Shall I mention to him your being in Bath? Shall
Itake any message?”

“No, I thank you: no, certainly not. In the warmth

107



€11

[[eInq ‘SuryIawWos sem 91e1s3 YoUAJ[2Y] 941 10§ 0UeYd STH
*1110J aM[eA 1S3[[RWS Y1 10U PRy 2 URW SUNOL B S ‘Mou
1] UT UOTIENITS UMO SI7] 10J 9ARY AeUI 10T[[T IN WIS
1aA91YM V1 uodn puada( AWy PaNIWIO 31 210J9q
‘aun110J 197 JO JUNOWE [€21 211 JO PaIndas Sutaq uruads
SeM UOIIN®D STY [[V "Y211q 1Y 01109dSa1 Y11m ‘DPIS ST U0
21913 sem 3[dn.10s © 10 AMDLPIP B 10U PUR SWIY YALM 3A0]
ul 93 pue ‘Auedwod s 017 1 03Ul DURYD Aq UMOIY]
‘SUISN0D W0S Aq P1eMI10]1Y3N01q SBAM ‘UOTIRINPS IUIIIP
® PRY PEY ‘ULWOM UL € SBM 2YS “SUTYI0U [[e Sem 1ey)
mq “1aydIng e U23q pey Iayiejpueld 19y ‘aa1zeid e
SeM 19718} 19 Pajuem oY 1eyl [[e sem ‘Aouowt ‘Kauopy
"paeSal 10u pynom a1 Inq ‘01 Pa1d3[qo T YoIym sag,,
JUBWOM MO] £194 B 9YS 10U SBM ING,,
np e sepassed Jaswiy 105 183q 341 0p 07,
*Surop sem101[[7 I 1eym U 3[qisuayaidai Suryiou mes
] umo 3snwi | por1ad eyl 18 Inq ‘SUOLIOU 13110 UL UIAIS
AR MOLIOS PUE SSIUNDIS PUE ST {MOU APUSI TP YUIY)
1°1uaWA0(U3 10 PAAI[ 9\ *IONPUOD JO $3[N110113s AU' INO
-[a1m 995 £e8 ‘ssajydnoy e a1am am pue ‘JunoL oy yrm
Auo pareroosse pue ‘Sunof £1aa sem [ *1y3no 11 se auo
LIS 01 UOWWIOD 001 ST Aduoul 10j SuIk1rewr suewom
10 UBW © ‘P[10M 3] UT SIAI] SUO USY A\ "UOWIIOD 001 dIe
s3u1ya asoy3 YO, "219Y S| B PAILIISIY YIWS SIN
91081 STY 01 5245 1n0oA pauado 1511 yorym
‘A1qeqoad ‘sadueIswmdII ayJ, ;Aouow 105 £]219]dwod

801

Sunyew ‘suorssardwr peq Suiard aq 01 ‘SnoIIJo aq 01
$31BY AUQ IUNODDE Y1 0IUI UYe 3q 03 sFuryl Auew
219M 213YT, “NoA [[21 01 143N0 T 1eym 03 st JuLIapIsuod
pue 3unqnop uaaq aAey I ‘0p 011Y3N0 ] 1eyM UTLIIADUN
u2aq aaey [ Inq ‘oA 3UIALS Uq 2ARY | SIOMSUE 1I0YS
13 105 uopred 1ok 3aq 1, ‘AIerp102 jo suol [eInieu 12y
ul “patid ays 01| SSI 1eap Aw ‘uopaed mok 3aq 1,
—1se[ 1Y "MIYSnoy1 L19A YW SIN IUS]IS Y10q
a1am A3y, *A11so1and Jo asearout ue nq Suryiou paured
Ppey ays ey 1]aj auUy pue {1atyarej 10a[qns oy ansind o1
a[qissodwur sem 11 18y A[aARIS 08 UIAIS ‘Tamsue SIS
SI]N Sem ‘s1ea4 9911 25911 J0T[[T I[N UIIS 10U 2ARY [,
«Jmou sreadde ay se yons [[e 1e oy sep “uew Junok £19a
® Se SeM JOI][T TN JeyM MO 01 L11SOLIND 18913 © %Y |
*3J1[JO SWIT1 1211 1B SM Y 1BYM JW [[91 OP UYL, {PIapU,
Apprewnur,
«Jpaiurenboe yonw nof aram—puy,
ISIT WIY MIUY | USYM PILLIBW 10U SeM 3 {S3X,,
J9soddns | “parirew sem Y 210J9q 10N,
«PIPL,
«Js1eak
Auew 10177 W umowy] Suiaey jo ayods no uIy 1,
1M no£ 3[qnoa 01 Suryiou aaey
1 ‘oA Yueyl [ ‘ON “MOU 10U INQ {S20ULISWINDIIO JWOS
u1 no£ 1521911 031 parnoaeapus aaey ‘sdeyrad ‘aySrw
I ‘uorssa1duwir UaYeISIW € 12pUN PUL ‘IUIWOUW Y31 JO



not to mar it by an imprudent marriage; and I know it
was his belief (whether justly or not, of course I cannot
decide), thatyour father and sister, in their civilities and
invitations, were designing a match between the heir
and the young lady, and it was impossible that such a
match should have answered his ideas of wealth and
independence. That was his motive for drawing back,
I can assure you. He told me the whole story. He had
no concealments with me. It was curious, that having
just left you behind me in Bath, my first and principal
acquaintance on marrying should be your cousin; and
that, through him, I should be continually hearing of
your father and sister. He described one Miss Elliot, and
Ithought very affectionately of the other.”

“Perhaps,” cried Anne, struck by a sudden idea, “you
sometimes spoke of me to Mr Elliot?”

“Tobe sure I did;very often. I used to boast of my own
Anne Elliot, and vouch for your being a very different
creature from—"

She checked herselfjustin time.

“This accounts for something which Mr Elliot said
lastnight,” cried Anne. “This explains it. I found he had
been used to hear of me. I could not comprehend how.
What wild imaginations one forms where dear self is
concerned! How sure to be mistaken! But I beg your
pardon; I have interrupted you. Mr Elliot married then
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mischief. Even the smooth surface of family-union
seems worth preserving, though there may be nothing
durable beneath. However, I have determined; I think
I am right; I think you ought to be made acquainted
with Mr Elliot’s real character. Though I fully believe
that, at present, you have not the smallest intention
of accepting him, there is no saying what may happen.
You might, some time or other, be differently affected
towards him. Hear the truth, therefore, now, while you
are unprejudiced. Mr Elliot is a man without heart or
conscience;a designing, wary, cold-blooded being, who
thinks only of himself; whom for his own interestor ease,
would be guilty of any cruelty, or any treachery, that could
be perpetrated without risk of his general character. He
has no feeling for others. Those whom he has been the
chief cause of leading into ruin, he can neglect and desert
without the smallest compunction. He is totally beyond
the reach of any sentiment of justice or compassion. Oh!
heisblack at heart, hollow and black!”
Anne’s astonished air, and exclamation of wonder,
made her pause, and in a calmer manner, she added,
“My expressions startle you. You must allow for an
injured, angry woman. But I will try to command
myself. I will not abuse him. I will only tell you what I
have found him. Facts shall speak. He was the intimate
friend of my dear husband, who trusted and loved him,

109



It

“15©3] J® ‘PAUTULISNSP sem I "dSeLLrew Aq 11 2w 01
PaUItLI2IaP Sem I me]a) uryl ssado1d 1axdimb Jataer
® £q pure ‘OUN1I0J ST 2B 01:MITA UT12(q0 U0 pey ‘1]
s1y Jo porrad 1eya 1e, ‘yarwig say parfdal 01 1N,
&orq Me1p 01T AN PIp Ay “wiy jo 2onou radoad pue
puny| £194 23e1 01 pasodsip A[urerrad sem 1a1ae] AW pIp
ay se puelurenboe s 1ayey Aury3iys pnoys ay ‘J1y s1y Jo
awin eyl 3e ‘AYm mow 01 1 pinoys  ng 9jdnod Addey
® 10U 212M £311 Poolsiapun sAemye aAeY ] “19Y In0qe
ayew 01 Armbuoa remonaed ou aaey 1, ‘ouuy pres AeN,,
~md o1ysmm Lewr
nof uonsanb Aue 1omsue ued pue 91 194 Jo s1eak om1
1S®[ 1 UTYIIM [[11 1583] 1® 10 ‘SpIemIaife 1] 1Y [[e 1Y
MauY ]394 ‘9[qIssod i 1et) pa1apuai ‘paapul A12100s Ul
UOTENIIS J0LIJUT 19Y ‘A[sno1ad1d aJ1m s1y mouy 10U pIp
1 y3noy pue ‘sueyd pue sadoy sty papyuod oy woym
01 pualyj a1 sem [ ‘sisurede pue s10j a3 [re 01 £a1ad
SeM ] "W 9Y1 18 11 IN0qe [[e mauy ] ‘OeLLrew s1y 01 se
pue 30adxa a11] pnom nof yorym sutod uo ‘sdeyrad
nof A3snres ued [ *08 01 9500YD 10U PIp Y Mmouy | pue
“padeInooua pue PalAUL Sem Y MOUY ] 1943 10] WY1
Jo 3eads wiry preay ] 1nq ‘wiy Yamm paurenboe sem |
210J2q 191518 IMOL PUE 12)[eA 1S 01 PRONPOIIUT U]
PeY oH,, "JIWS ST PALId J[E T MO [ ‘[[e 31 MOUY ],
. URW JO 1108
JUSISYIP € 20UNOUUE 01 PAWIdIs 1] "sawnl Juasaid yam

OI1

3[10u031 21Imb PMod 1243U T YoIyM ‘@FeLLIRW SIY JO
SIOUBISWNDILD DY) UL SPILMIDYE PUE IISIS PUE 1aYIe]
A 01 pre3ai1 1M ‘U1 INPUOD STY UT SUTYIIWOS B SeM
21971 Inq ‘WY Jo pIeay AJuo T J[asAw Wiy mauy 143U
] "121SIS pue I1ay1e] AW 01 UMOW| DUILIDq 2Y 1By W
aures Y1 IN0qe Udaq Ay Isnw 1] L1sonmd remonted
Awt panoxa sfemle sey YoIym, ‘duuy pres 1] s 101
I Jo potiad K194 121 INOqe U2Q dARY ISNUI SIYT,,

. WIY Pa1sIsse udyjo
2y 1ey mouy| ] ‘wiry 03 uado sem asind sIy 1eyI mouy
I pue ‘wiy yaim Juryire] 1se[ siy PAPIAIP dAeY P[nom
“prrom a3 ut 3111ds sNOIAUSS 1SOW 1SUY Y3 Pry oYM
‘safreyD 100d A “197101q © 2YI] SeMm oY ‘dWOd[aM SLem[e
SBM 9 21950 21 I9AIUYM SN (LM SWOY © SAem[e pey
oY ‘urwapIuas e jo suereadde sy1110ddns 01 op pinod
2y e yonu se sem 11 pue ‘9[dwa, a1 ur s1aqureyd pey
2y au0 100d Y1 USY) SBM DY {SIDUBISWINIIID UT JOLIAJUI
211 uay sem o “a1£1s pooS 194 ut utar] ‘umol ut Ajed
-utid a1am 9 19139301 sAem[e 1SOW e 919M IM pUe
‘SI9Y10 150U UL 2[qeaa13. 210W YONW PUE ‘SIYIO ST
poo3 se a1mb aw 01 pareadde 101717 1 Ing ‘A[snotias
£12A YUIY1 10U S20P 9UO ‘MOUY NOA ‘UIIIDUTU 1Y “WIY
Jo uorurdo 15331y aY1 PAUTEIIIUS PUE 01T IN YIIm
Pasead A]oA15590xa aUILII ‘001 ‘] pUE {SPUDLIJ 2IRWNIUT
1S0W WAyl punoj I "2FeLLIeW N0 210Jaq PIULIOJ U]
Ppey LrWnul YT, JaswIy st pood st wiy 1ydnoyl pue



for the absent, Mary was as completely satisfied. She was
particularly asked to meet Mr Elliot, and be introduced to
Lady Dalrymple and Miss Carteret, who were fortunately
already engaged to come; and she could not have received
amore gratifying attention. Miss Elliot was to have the
honour of calling on Mrs Musgrove in the course of the
morning; and Anne walked off with Charles and Mary,
to go and see her and Henrietta directly.

Her plan of sitting with Lady Russell must give way
for the present. They all three called in Rivers Street for
a couple of minutes; but Anne convinced herself that a
day’s delay of the intended communication could be of
no consequence, and hastened forward to the White
Hart, to see again the friends and companions of the
lastautumn, with an eagerness of good-will which many
associations contributed to form.

They found Mrs Musgrove and her daughter within,
and by themselves, and Anne had the kindest welcome
from each. Henrietta was exactly in that state of recent-
ly-improved views, of fresh-formed happiness, which
made her full of regard and interest for everybody she
had ever liked before at all; and Mrs Musgrove’s real
affection had been won by her usefulness when they
wereindistress. It was a heartiness,and awarmth, and
asincerity which Anne delighted in the more, from the
sad want of such blessings at home. She was entreated
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being with them, threw himselfin theirway, called atall
hours; but I need not be particular on this subject. You
canimagine whatan artful man would do;and with this
guide, perhaps, may recollect what you have seen him do.

“Yes,” said Anne, “you tell me nothing which does
not accord with what I have known, or could imagine.
There is always something offensive in the details of
cunning. The manoeuvres of selfishness and duplicity
must ever be revolting, but I have heard nothing which
really surprises me. I know those who would be shocked
by such a representation of Mr Elliot, who would have
difficulty in believing it; but I have never been satisfied.
Thave always wanted some other motive for his conduct
thanappeared. I should like to know his present opinion,
astothe probability of the event he hasbeenin dread of;
whether he considers the danger to be lessening or not.

“Lessening, I understand,” replied Mrs Smith. “He
thinks Mrs Clay afraid ofhim, aware that he sees through
her, and not daring to proceed as she might do in his
absence. But since he must be absent some time or other,
I do not perceive how he can ever be secure while she
holds her present influence. Mrs Wallis has an amus-
ing idea, as nurse tells me, that it is to be put into the
marriage articles when you and Mr Elliot marry, that
your father is not to marry Mrs Clay. A scheme, worthy
of Mrs Wallis’s understanding, by all accounts; but my

»

»
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Anne could not help laughing. “That cannot be much
to your taste, I know,” said she; “but I do believe him to
be an excellent young man.”

“To be sure he is. Nobody doubts it;and T hope you do
not think I am so illiberal as to want every man to have
the same objects and pleasures as myself. I have a great
value for Benwick; and when one can but gethimtotalk,
he has plenty to say. Hisreadinghas done him noharm,
for he has fought as well as read. He is a brave fellow. I
got more acquainted with him last Monday than ever I
did before. We had a famous set-to at rat-hunting all the
morning in my father’s great barns; and he played his
part so well that I have liked him the better ever since.”

Here they were interrupted by the absolute necessity
of Charles’s following the others to admire mirrors and
china; but Anne had heard enough to understand the
present state of Uppercross, and rejoice inits happiness;
and though she sighed as she rejoiced, her sighhad none
oftheill-will of envy init. She would certainly have risen
to their blessings if she could, but she did not want to
lessen theirs.

The visit passed off altogether in high good humour.
Mary was in excellent spirits, enjoying the gaiety and
the change, and so well satisfied with thejourney in her
mother-in-law’s carriage with four horses, and with her
own complete independence of Camden Place, that she
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Shelearned that (the intimacy between them continu-
ing unimpaired by Mr Elliot's marriage) they had been as
before always together, and Mr Elliot had led his friend
into expenses much beyond his fortune. Mrs Smith did
not want to take blame to herself, and was most tender
of throwing any on her husband; but Anne could collect
that their income had never been equal to their style of
living, and that from the first there had been a great
deal of general and joint extravagance. From his wife’s
account of him she could discern Mr Smith to have been
amanofwarm feelings, easy temper, careless habits, and
notstrong understanding, much more amiable than his
friend, and very unlike him, led by him, and probably
despised by him. Mr Elliot, raised by his marriage to great
affluence, and disposed to every gratification of pleasure
and vanity which could be commanded without involving
himself, (for with all his self-indulgence he had become
a prudent man), and beginning to be rich, just as his
friend ought to have found himself to be poor, seemed
to have had no concern at all for that friend’s probable
finances, but, on the contrary, had been prompting and
encouraging expenses which could end onlyin ruin;and
the Smiths accordingly had been ruined.

The husband had died just in time to be spared the
full knowledge of it. They had previously known embar-
rassments enough to try the friendship of their friends,
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Hayter had been applied to by a friend to hold a living
for ayouth who could not possibly claim it under many
years; and that on the strength of his present income,
with almost a certainty of something more permanent
long before the term in question, the two families had
consented to the young people’s wishes, and that their
marriage was likely to take place in a few months, quite
assoonas Louisa’s. “And avery good living it was,” Charles
added: “only five-and-twenty miles from Uppercross,
and in a very fine country: fine part of Dorsetshire. In
the centre of some of the best preserves in thekingdom,
surrounded by three great proprietors, each more careful
and jealous than the other;and to two of the three atleast,
Charles Hayter might get a special recommendation. Not
thathewill value itashe ought,”he observed, “Charles is
too cool about sporting. That’s the worst of him.”
“Tamextremely glad, indeed,” cried Anne, “particularly
glad that this should happen;and that of two sisters, who
both deserve equally well, and who have always been
such good friends, the pleasant prospect of one should
not be dimming those of the other—that they should
be so equalin their prosperity and comfort. I hope your
father and mother are quite happy with regard to both.”
“Oh!yes. My father would be well pleased if the gentle-
menwere richer, buthe has no other fault to find. Money,
you know, coming down with money—two daughters
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grievances of particular irritation. She had good reason
tobelieve that some property of her husband in the West
Indies, which had been for many years under a sort of
sequestration for the payment of its own incumbranc-
es, might be recoverable by proper measures; and this
property, though not large, would be enough to make
her comparatively rich. But there was nobody to stir in
it. Mr Elliot would do nothing, and she could do nothing
herself, equally disabled from personal exertion by her
state of bodily weakness, and from employing others
by her want of money. She had no natural connexions
to assist her even with their counsel, and she could not
afford to purchase the assistance of the law. This was
a cruel aggravation of actually straitened means. To
feel that she ought to be in better circumstances, thata
little trouble in the right place might do it, and to fear
that delay might be even weakening her claims, was
hard to bear.

It was on this point that she had hoped to engage
Anne’s good offices with Mr Elliot. She had previously,
in the anticipation of their marriage, been very appre-
hensive of losing her friend by it; but on being assured
thathe could have made no attempt of that nature, since
he did not even know her to be in Bath, it immediately
occurred, that something might be done in her favour by
the influence of the woman he loved, and she had been
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visits, atallhours, of Mr Elliot, would have expected him,
but for his known engagement seven miles off. After the
usual period of suspense, the usual sounds of approach
were heard, and “Mr and Mrs Charles Musgrove” were
ushered into the room.

Surprise was the strongest emotion raised by their
appearance; but Anne was really glad to see them; and
the others were not so sorry but that they could put on
adecent air of welcome; and as soon as it became clear
thatthese, their nearestrelations, were not arrived with
any views of accommodation in that house, Sir Walter
and Elizabeth were able to rise in cordiality, and do the
honours of it very well. They were come to Bath for a
few days with Mrs Musgrove, and were at the White
Hart. So much was pretty soon understood; but till
Sir Walter and Elizabeth were walking Mary into the
other drawing-room, and regaling themselves with her
admiration, Anne could not draw upon Charles’s brain
for aregular history of their coming, or an explanation
of some smiling hints of particular business, which had
been ostentatiously dropped by Mary, as well as of some
apparent confusion as to whom their party consisted of.

She then found that it consisted of Mrs Musgrove,
Henrietta, and Captain Harville, beside their two
selves. He gave her a very plain, intelligible account of
the whole; a narration in which she saw a great deal of
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followed. It was just possible that she might have been
persuaded by Lady Russell! And under such a supposition,
which would have been most miserable, when time had
disclosed all, too late?

It was very desirable that Lady Russell should be no
longer deceived; and one of the concluding arrange-
ments of this important conference, which carried them
through the greater part of the morning, was, that Anne
had fullliberty to communicate to her friend everything
relative to Mrs Smith, in which his conduct was involved.
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animation of a public room was necessary to kindle his
modest cousin's vanity; he found, at least, that it was
not to be done now, by any of those attempts which he
could hazard among the too-commanding claims of the
others. He little surmised that it was a subject acting
now exactly against his interest, bringing immediately
to her thoughts all those parts of his conduct which
were least excusable.

She had some satisfaction in finding that he was
really going out of Bath the next morning, going early,
and that he would be gone the greater part of two days.
He was invited again to Camden Place the very evening
ofhis return; but from Thursday to Saturday evening his
absence was certain. It was bad enough that a Mrs Clay
should be always before her; but thata deeper hypocrite
should be added to their party, seemed the destruction of
everythinglike peace and comfort. It was so humiliating
to reflect on the constant deception practised on her
father and Elizabeth; to consider the various sources of
mortification preparing for them! Mrs Clay’s selfishness
was not so complicate nor so revolting as his; and Anne
would have compounded for the marriage at once, with
allits evils, to be clear of Mr Elliot’s subtleties in endeav-
ouring to prevent it.

On Friday morning she meant to govery early to Lady
Russell, and accomplish the necessary communication;
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herself as entitled to reward for not slighting an old
friend like Mrs Smith, but here was a reward indeed
springing from it! Mrs Smith had been able to tell her
what no one else could have done. Could the knowledge
have been extended through her family? But this was a
vainidea. She must talk to Lady Russell, tell her, consult
with her,and having done her best, wait the event with as
much composure as possible;and after all, her greatest
want of composure would be in that quarter of the mind
which could not be opened to Lady Russell; in that flow of
anxieties and fears which must be all to herself.

She found, on reaching home, that she had, as she
intended, escaped seeing Mr Elliot; that he had called
and paid them along morning visit; but hardly had she
congratulated herself, and felt safe, when she heard that
he was coming again in the evening.

“I'had not the smallest intention of asking him,” said
Elizabeth, with affected carelessness, “but he gave so
many hints; so Mrs Clay says, atleast.”

“Indeed, I do say it. I never saw anybody in my life
spell harder for an invitation. Poor man! I was really in
pain for him; for your hard-hearted sister, Miss Anne,
seems bent on cruelty.”

“Oh!” cried Elizabeth, “I have been rather too much
used to the game to be soon overcome by a gentleman’s
hints. However, when I found how excessively he was
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everyrisk and hardship. Your home, country, friends, all
quitted. Neither time, nor health, nor life, to be called
your own. It would be hard, indeed” (with a faltering
voice), “if woman's feelings were to be added to all this.”

“We shall never agree upon this question,” Captain
Harville was beginning to say, when a slight noise called
their attention to Captain Wentworth's hitherto perfectly
quietdivision of the room. It was nothing more than that
his penhad fallen down; but Anne was startled at finding
him nearer than she had supposed, and halfinclined to
suspect that the pen had only fallen because he had been
occupied by them, striving to catch sounds, which yet
she did not think he could have caught.

“Have you finished your letter?” said Captain Harville.

“Not quite, a few lines more. I shall have done in five
minutes.”

“Thereisnohurry on my side. I am only ready whenever
you are. I am in very good anchorage here,” (smiling at
Anne,) “well supplied, and want for nothing. No hurry
forasignalatall. Well, Miss Elliot,” (lowering his voice,)

“asIwas saying we shall neveragree, I suppose, upon this
point. No man and woman, would, probably. Butletme
observe that all histories are against you—all stories,
prose and verse. If I had such a memory as Benwick,
I could bring you fifty quotations in a moment on my
side the argument, and I do not think I ever opened a

160

to give them as much of her time as possible, invited
for every day and all day long, or rather claimed as part
of the family; and, in return, she naturally fell into all
her wonted ways of attention and assistance, and on
Charles’s leaving them together, was listening to Mrs
Musgrove's history of Louisa, and to Henrietta's of herself,
giving opinions on business, and recommendations to
shops; with intervals of every help which Mary required,
from altering her ribbon to settling her accounts; from
finding herkeys, and assorting her trinkets, to trying to
convince her that she was not ill-used by anybody; which
Mary, wellamused as she generally was, in her station at
awindow overlooking the entrance to the Pump Room,
could not but have her moments of imagining.

A morning of thorough confusion was to be expect-
ed. Alarge party in an hotel ensured a quick-changing,
unsettled scene. One five minutes brought a note, the
nexta parcel;and Anne had not been there halfan hour,
when their dining-room, spacious as it was, seemed
more than half filled: a party of steady old friends were
seated around Mrs Musgrove, and Charles came back
with Captains Harville and Wentworth. The appearance
of the latter could not be more than the surprise of the
moment. It was impossible for her to have forgotten to
feel that this arrival of their common friends must be
soon bringing them together again. Their last meeting
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the Cape. He met with a clever young German artist at
the Cape, and in compliance with a promise to my poor
sister, sat to him, and was bringing it home for her;
and I have now the charge of getting it properly set for
another! It was a commission to me! But who else was
there to employ? I hope I can allow for him. I am not
sorry, indeed, to make it over to another. He undertakes
it;” (looking towards Captain Wentworth,) “he is writing
about it now.” And with a quivering lip he wound up
the whole by adding, “Poor Fanny! she would not have
forgotten him so soon!”

“No,” replied Anne, in a low, feeling voice. “That I can
easily believe.”

“Itwas not in her nature. She doted on him.”

“It would not be the nature of any woman who truly
loved.”

Captain Harville smiled, as much as to say, “Do you
claim that for your sex?” and she answered the question,
smiling also, “Yes. We certainly do not forget youas soon
asyou forget us. Itis, perhaps, our fate rather than our
merit. We cannot help ourselves. We live athome, quiet,
confined, and our feelings prey upon us. You are forced
on exertion. You have always a profession, pursuits,
business of some sort or other, to take you back into
the world immediately, and continual occupation and
change soon weaken impressions.”
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assure you. He was to leave Bath at nine this morning,
and does not come back till to-morrow.”

As she spoke, she felt that Captain Wentworth was
looking at her, the consciousness of which vexed and
embarrassed her,and made her regret that she had said
so much, simple as it was.

Mary, resenting that she should be supposed not to
know her own cousin, began talking very warmly about
the family features, and protesting still more positively
that it was Mr Elliot, calling again upon Anne to come
and look for herself, but Anne did not mean to stir, and
tried tobe cooland unconcerned. Her distress returned,
however, on perceiving smiles and intelligent glances
pass between two or three of the lady visitors, as if they
believed themselves quite in the secret. It was evident
that the report concerning her had spread, and a short
pause succeeded, which seemed to ensure thatitwould
now spread farther.

“Do come, Anne,” cried Mary, “come and look yourself.
You will be too late if you do not make haste. They are
parting; they are shaking hands. He is turning away.
Not know Mr Elliot, indeed! You seem to have forgot
allabout Lyme.”

To pacify Mary, and perhaps screen her own embar-
rassment, Anne did move quietly to the window. She
was just in time to ascertain that it really was Mr Elliot,
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difficulties together, than be involved in a long engage-
ment. I always think that no mutual—"

“Oh! dear Mrs Croft,” cried Mrs Musgrove, unable to let
her finish her speech, “there is nothing I so abominate for
young people as along engagement. It is what I always
protested against for my children. It is all very well, I
used to say, for young people to be engaged, if thereis a
certainty of their being able to marry in six months, or
even in twelve; but along engagement—"

“Yes, dear maam,” said Mrs Croft, “or an uncertain
engagement, an engagement which may be long. To
begin without knowing that at such a time there will
be the means of marrying, I hold to be very unsafe and
unwise, and what I think all parents should prevent as
farastheycan.”

Anne found an unexpected interest here. She feltits
application to herself, felt it in a nervous thrill all over
her;and at the same moment that her eyes instinctively
glanced towards the distant table, Captain Wentworth's
pen ceased to move, his head was raised, pausing, listen-
ing, and he turned round the next instant to give alook,
one quick, conscious look at her.

The twoladies continued to talk, to re-urge the same
admitted truths, and enforce them with such examples
oftheilleffect of a contrary practice as had fallen within
their observation, but Anne heard nothing distinctly;
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thatwe are engaged to Camden Place to-morrow night?
and that we were most particularly asked to meet Lady
Dalrymple and her daughter, and Mr Elliot, and all the
principal family connexions, on purpose to be introduced
to them? How can you be so forgetful?”

“Phoo! phoo!” replied Charles, “what’s an evening
party? Never worth remembering. Your father might
have asked us to dinner, I think, if he had wanted to
see us. Youmay do as you like, but I shall go to the play.”

“Oh! Charles, I declare it will be too abominable if you
do, when you promised to go.”

“No,Idid not promise. I only smirked and bowed, and
said the word ‘happy. There was no promise.”

“Butyou must go, Charles. It would be unpardonable
to fail. We were asked on purpose to be introduced.
There was always such a great connexion between the
Dalrymples and ourselves. Nothing ever happened on
either side thatwas not announced immediately. We are
quite near relations, you know;and Mr Elliot too, whom
you ought so particularly to be acquainted with! Every
attention is due to Mr Elliot. Consider, my father’s heir:
the future representative of the family.”

“Don't talk to me about heirs and representatives,
cried Charles. “I am not one of those who neglect the
reigning power to bow to the rising sun. If I would not
go for the sake of your father, I should think it scandalous

»
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and Captain Harville to Captain Wentworth; and she
immediately heard that Mary and Henrietta, too impa-
tient to wait, had gone out the moment it had cleared,
but would be back again soon, and that the strictest
injunctions had been left with Mrs Musgrove to keep
her there till they returned. She had only to submit, sit
down, be outwardly composed, and feel herself plunged
at once in all the agitations which she had merely laid
heraccount of tasting alittle before the morning closed.
There was no delay, no waste of time. She was deep in
the happiness of such misery, or the misery of such
happiness, instantly. Two minutes after her entering
the room, Captain Wentworth said—

“We will write the letter we were talking of, Harville,
now, if you will give me materials.”

Materials wereathand, onaseparate table;he went to
it,and nearly turning his back to themall, was engrossed
by writing.

Mrs Musgrove was giving Mrs Croft the history of her
eldest daughter’s engagement, and just in that incon-
venient tone of voice which was perfectly audible while
it pretended to be a whisper. Anne felt that she did not
belong to the conversation, and yet, as Captain Harville
seemed thoughtful and not disposed to talk, she could
notavoid hearing many undesirable particulars;such as,

“how Mr Musgrove and my brother Hayter had met again
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perhaps.” She had spoken it; but she trembled when it
was done, conscious that her words were listened to, and
daring not even to try to observe their effect.

Itwas soon generally agreed that Tuesday should be
the day; Charles only reserving the advantage of still
teasing his wife, by persisting that he would go to the
play to-morrow if nobody else would.

Captain Wentworth left his seat, and walked to the
fire-place; probably for the sake of walking away from
it soon afterwards, and taking a station, with less bare-
faced design, by Anne.

“You have not been long enough in Bath,” said he, “to
enjoy the evening parties of the place.”

“Oh! no. The usual character of them has nothing for
me. [ am no card-player.”

“Youwere not formerly, I know. You did not use tolike
cards; but time makes many changes.”

“I am not yet so much changed,” cried Anne, and
stopped, fearing she hardly knew what misconstruction.
After waiting a few moments he said, and as if it were
the result of immediate feeling, “It is a period, indeed!
Eightyears and a halfis a period.”

Whether he would have proceeded farther wasleft to
Anne’simagination to ponder overinacalmer hour; for
while still hearing the sounds he had uttered, she was
startled to other subjects by Henrietta, eager to make
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me to the Pump Yard. He had been prevented setting in saying the proper nothings, she began to give the

off for Thornberry, but I really forget by what; for I was invitation which was to comprise all the remaining dues
in a hurry, and could not much attend, and I can only of the Musgroves. “To-morrow evening, to meet a few
answer for his being determined not to be delayed in friends: no formal party.” It was all said very gracefully,
his return. He wanted to know how early he might be and the cards with which she had provided herself, the
admitted to-morrow. He was full of ‘to-morrow, and it “Miss Elliot at home,” were laid on the table, with a cour-
isvery evident that I have been full of it too, ever since I teous, comprehensive smile to all, and one smile and
entered the house, and learnt the extension of your plan one card more decidedly for Captain Wentworth. The
and allthathad happened, or my seeing him could never truth was, that Elizabeth had beenlong enough in Bath
have gone so entirely out of my head.” to understand the importance of a man of such an air

and appearance ashis. The pastwas nothing. The present
was that Captain Wentworth would move about well in
her drawing-room. The card was pointedly given, and Sir
Walter and Elizabeth arose and disappeared.
Theinterruption had been short, though severe, and
easeand animation returned to most of those they left as
the door shut them out, but not to Anne. She could think
only of the invitation she had with such astonishment
witnessed, and of the manner in which it had been
received; a manner of doubtful meaning, of surprise
rather than gratification, of polite acknowledgement
rather than acceptance. She knew him; she saw disdain
in his eye, and could not venture to believe that he had
determined toaccept such anoffering, asan atonement
forallthe insolence of the past. Her spirits sank. He held
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on honourable toils and just rewards. Like other great
men under reverses,” he added, with a smile. “I must
endeavour to subdue my mind to my fortune. I must
learn to brook being happier than I deserve.”
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book in my life which had not something to say upon
womarn'’s inconstancy. Songs and proverbs, all talk of
womar’s fickleness. But perhaps you will say, these were
allwritten by men.”

“PerhapsIshall. Yes, yes, if you please, no reference to
examples in books. Men have had every advantage of us
intelling their own story. Education has been theirsinso
much higher a degree; the pen has been in their hands.
Iwill not allow books to prove anything.”

“But how shall we prove anything?”

“We never shall. We never can expect to prove any thing
upon such a point. It is a difference of opinion which
does notadmitof proof. We each begin, probably, witha
little bias towards our own sex;and upon that bias build
every circumstance in favour of it which has occurred
within our own circle; many of which circumstances
(perhaps those very cases which strike us the most) may
be precisely such as cannot be brought forward without
betraying a confidence, or in some respect saying what
should not be said.”

“Ah!” cried Captain Harville, in a tone of strong
feeling, “if I could but make you comprehend what a
man suffers when he takes a last look at his wife and
children, and watches the boat that he has sent them off
in,aslongasitisinsight, and then turns away and says,

‘God knows whether we ever meet again!’ And then, if I
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consciousness cut short; with Admiral and Mrs Croft,
everything of peculiar cordiality and fervent interest,
which the same consciousness sought to conceal; and
with Captain Wentworth, some moments of commu-
nications continually occurring, and always the hope
of more, and always the knowledge of his being there.

Itwas inone of these short meetings, each apparently
occupied in admiring a fine display of greenhouse plants,
that she said—

“I have been thinking over the past, and trying impar-
tially tojudge of the rightand wrong, Imean with regard
tomyself; and I must believe that I was right, much as
suffered from it, that Iwas perfectly right in being guided
by the friend whom you will love better than you do now.
To me, she was in the place of a parent. Do not mistake
me, however. I am not saying that she did not err in
her advice. It was, perhaps, one of those cases in which
advice is good or bad only as the event decides; and for
myself, I certainly never should, in any circumstance of
tolerable similarity, give such advice. But I mean, that
I was right in submitting to her, and that if T had done
otherwise, I should have suffered more in continuing
the engagement thanIdid even in giving it up, because
I should have suffered in my conscience. I have now, as
far as such a sentiment is allowable in human nature,
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She could not immediately have uttered another
sentence; her heart was too full, her breath too much
oppressed.

“You are a good soul,” cried Captain Harville, putting
his hand on her arm, quite affectionately. “There is no
quarrelling with you. And when I think of Benwick, my
tongueis tied.”

Their attention was called towards the others. Mrs
Croft was taking leave.

“Here, Frederick, you and I part company, I believe,
said she. “Iam goinghome, and you have an engagement
with your friend. To-night we may have the pleasure
of all meeting again at your party,” (turning to Anne.)

“We had your sister’s card yesterday, and I understood
Frederick had a card too, though I did not see it; and
you are disengaged, Frederick, are you not, as well as
ourselves?”

Captain Wentworth was folding up a letter in great
haste, and either could not or would not answer fully.

“Yes,”said he, “very true; here we separate, but Harville
and I shall soon be after you; that is, Harville, if you are
ready, I amin halfa minute. [ know youwill not be sorry
to be off. I shall be at your service in halfa minute.”

Mrs Croftleft them, and Captain Wentworth, having
sealed his letter with great rapidity, was indeed ready,
and had even a hurried, agitated air, which shewed

»
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to persuasion once, remember thatit was to persuasion
exerted onthe side of safety, not of risk. When Iyielded, I
thoughtitwas to duty, but no duty could be called in aid
here. In marryinga manindifferent to me, all risk would
have been incurred, and all duty violated.”
“Perhaps I ought to have reasoned thus,” he replied,
“but I could not. I could not derive benefit from the late
knowledge I had acquired of your character. I could not
bring it into play; it was overwhelmed, buried, lost in
those earlier feelings which I had been smarting under
year afteryear. I could think of you only as one who had
yielded, who had given me up, whohad been influenced
by any one rather than by me. I saw you with the very
personwhohad guided you in thatyear of misery. Thad
no reason to believe her of less authority now. The force
of habit was to be added.”
“I should have thought,” said Anne, “that my manner
to yourself might have spared you much or all of this.”
“No, no! your manner might be only the ease which
your engagement to another man would give. I left you
inthis belief;and yet, Iwas determined to see you again.
My spirits rallied with the morning, and I felt that T had
stilla motive for remaining here.”
At last Anne was at home again, and happier than
any one in that house could have conceived. All the
surprise and suspense, and every other painful part
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spotwhere he hadleaned and written, her eyes devoured
the following words:

“I can listen no longer in silence. I must speak to you
by such means as are within my reach. You pierce my
soul. I am half agony, half hope. Tell me not that I am
too late, that such precious feelings are gone for ever. I
offer myself to you again with a heart even more your
ownthanwhenyoualmostbroke t, eight years and a half
ago. Dare not say that man forgets sooner than woman,
that his love has an earlier death. I have loved none but
you. Unjust I may have been, weak and resentful I have
been, but never inconstant. You alone have brought me
to Bath. For you alone, I think and plan. Have you not
seen this? Can you fail to have understood my wishes?
I had not waited even these ten days, could I have read
your feelings, as I think you must have penetrated mine.
Icanhardlywrite. Iam every instant hearing something
which overpowers me. You sink your voice, but I can
distinguish the tones of that voice when they would be
lost on others. Too good, too excellent creature! You
do us justice, indeed. You do believe that there is true
attachment and constancy among men. Believe it to be
most fervent, most undeviating, in F. W.

“I must go, uncertain of my fate; but I shall return
hither, or follow your party, as soon as possible. A word,
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were personally altered, little suspecting that to my eye
you could never alter.”

Anne smiled, and let it pass. It was too pleasing a
blunder for a reproach. It is something for a woman to
be assured, in her eight-and-twentieth year, that she
has notlost one charm of earlier youth; but the value of
such homage was inexpressibly increased to Anne, by
comparing it with former words, and feeling it to be the
result, not the cause of a revival of his warm attachment.

He had remained in Shropshire, lamenting the
blindness of his own pride, and the blunders of his own
calculations, till at once released from Louisa by the
astonishing and felicitous intelligence of her engage-
ment with Benwick.

“Here,” said he, “ended the worst of my state; for now I
could atleast put myselfin the way of happiness; I could
exert myself; I could do something. But to be waiting
so long in inaction, and waiting only for evil, had been
dreadful. Within the first five minutes I said, ‘I will be
at Bath on Wednesday, and I was. Was it unpardonable
to think it worth my while to come? and to arrive with
some degree of hope? You were single. It was possible
that you might retain the feelings of the past, as I did;
and one encouragement happened to be mine. I could
never doubt thatyouwould be loved and sought by others,
but I knew to a certainty that you had refused one man,
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am no doctor myself. Charles, ring and order a chair.
She must not walk.”

But the chair would never do. Worse than all! To
lose the possibility of speaking two words to Captain
Wentworth in the course of her quiet, solitary progress
up the town (and she feltalmost certain of meeting him)
could not be borne. The chair was earnestly protested
against, and Mrs Musgrove, who thought only of one
sortofillness, having assured herself with some anxiety,
thatthere had been no fallin the case; that Anne had not
at any time lately slipped down, and got a blow on her
head; that she was perfectly convinced of having had
no fall; could part with her cheerfully, and depend on
finding her better at night.

Anxious to omit no possible precaution, Anne strug-
gled, and said—

“lamafraid, maam, thatitis not perfectly understood.
Praybe so good as to mention to the other gentlemen that
we hope to see your whole party this evening. Iam afraid
there had been some mistake;and I wish you particularly
toassure Captain Harville and Captain Wentworth, that
we hope to see them both.”

“Oh! my dear, itis quite understood, I give you my word.
Captain Harville has no thought but of going.”

“Do you think so? But I am afraid; and I should be so
very sorry. Willyou promise me to mention it, when you
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atleast roused him, and the scenes on the Cobb and at
Captain Harville'’s had fixed her superiority.

Inhis preceding attempts to attach himself to Louisa
Musgrove (the attempts of angry pride), he protested
that he had for ever felt it to be impossible; that he had
not cared, could not care, for Louisa; though till that
day, till the leisure for reflection which followed it, he
had not understood the perfect excellence of the mind
withwhich Louisa’s could soill bear a comparison, or the
perfectunrivalled hold it possessed over his own. There,
he had learnt to distinguish between the steadiness of
principle and the obstinacy of self-will, between the
darings of heedlessness and the resolution of a collect-
ed mind. There he had seen everything to exalt in his
estimation the woman he had lost; and there begun to
deplore the pride, the folly, the madness of resentment,
which had kept him from trying to regain her when
thrown in his way.

From that period his penance had become severe. He
had no sooner been free from the horror and remorse
attending the first few days of Louisa’s accident, no
sooner begun to feel himself alive again, than he had
begun to feel himself, though alive, not at liberty.

“I found,” said he, “that I was considered by Harville
an engaged man! That neither Harville nor his wife
entertained a doubt of our mutual attachment. I was
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glowed, and the movements which had hesitated were
decided. He walked by her side. Presently, struck by a
sudden thought, Charles said—

“Captain Wentworth, which way are you going? Only
to Gay Street, or farther up the town?”

“Thardlyknow,” replied Captain Wentworth, surprised.

“Areyou going as high as Belmont? Are you going near
Camden Place? Because, if youare, I shallhave no scruple
inasking you to take my place, and give Anne your arm
toher father’sdoor. Sheisrather done for this morning,
and must not go so far without help, and I ought tobe at
that fellow’s in the Market Place. He promised me the
sight of a capital gun he isjust going to send off; said he
would keep it unpacked to thelast possible moment, that
I might see it; and if I do not turn back now, I have no
chance. By his description, a good deal like the second
size double-barrel of mine, which you shot with one day
round Winthrop.”

There could not be an objection. There could be only
the most proper alacrity, a most obliging compliance
for public view; and smiles reined in and spirits danc-
ing in private rapture. In half a minute Charles was at
the bottom of Union Street again, and the other two
proceeding together:and soon words enough had passed
between them to decide their direction towards the
comparatively quiet and retired gravel walk, where the
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" N 7HO CAN BE IN DOUBT OF WHAT FOLLOWED? WHEN

any two young people take it into their heads to
marry, theyare pretty sure by perseverance to carry their
point, be they ever so poor, or ever so imprudent, or ever
so little likely to be necessary to each other’s ultimate
comfort. This may be bad morality to conclude with,
but I believe it to be truth; and if such parties succeed,
how should a Captain Wentworth and an Anne Elliot,
with the advantage of maturity of mind, consciousness
of right, and one independent fortune between them,
fail of bearing down every opposition? They might in
fact, have borne down a great deal more than they met
with, for there was little to distress them beyond the
want of graciousness and warmth. Sir Walter made
no objection, and Elizabeth did nothing worse than
look cold and unconcerned. Captain Wentworth, with
five-and-twenty thousand pounds, and as high in his
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bestow on him which a man of sense could value. There

she felt her own inferiority very keenly. The dispropor-
tion in their fortune was nothing; it did not give her a

moment’s regret; but to have no family to receive and esti-
mate him properly, nothing of respectability, of harmony,
of good will to offer in return for all the worth and all

the prompt welcome which mether in his brothers and

sisters, was a source of as lively pain as her mind could

well be sensible of under circumstances of otherwise

strong felicity. She had but two friends in the world to

add to his list, Lady Russell and Mrs Smith. To those,
however, he was very well disposed to attach himself.
Lady Russell, in spite of all her former transgressions,
he could now value from his heart. While he was not

obliged to say that he believed her to have been right

in originally dividing them, he was ready to say almost

everything else in her favour, and as for Mrs Smith, she

had claims of various kinds to recommend her quickly
and permanently.

Her recent good offices by Anne had been enough in
themselves, and their marriage, instead of depriving
her of one friend, secured her two. She was their earli-
estvisitor in their settled life; and Captain Wentworth,
by putting her in the way of recovering her husband’s
property in the West Indies, by writing for her, acting for
her, and seeing her through all the petty difficulties of the
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to feel that she had been mistaken with regard to both;
that she had been unfairly influenced by appearances
in each; that because Captain Wentworth's manners
had notsuited her own ideas, she had been too quick in
suspecting them to indicate a character of dangerous
impetuosity; and that because Mr Elliot’s manners had
precisely pleased her in their propriety and correctness,
their general politeness and suavity, she had been too
quickinreceiving them as the certain result of the most
correct opinions and well-regulated mind. There was
nothing less for Lady Russell to do, than to admit that
she had been pretty completely wrong, and to take up a
new set of opinions and of hopes.

There is a quickness of perception in some, a nicety
in the discernment of character, a natural penetration,
in short, which no experience in others can equal, and
Lady Russell had been less gifted in this part of under-
standing than her young friend. But she was avery good
woman, and if her second object was to be sensible and
well-judging, her firstwas to see Anne happy. Sheloved
Anne better than she loved her own abilities; and when
the awkwardness of the beginning was over, found little
hardship inattaching herselfasamother to the manwho
was securing the happiness of her other child.

Of all the family, Mary was probably the one most
immediately gratified by the circumstance. It was
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